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Five Pillars of 
the Reformation
Those of us who are heirs to the Reformation—
which bequeathed to evangelicalism a distinct 
theological identity that has been since lost—
call attention once more to the solas (only or alone) 
that framed the entire sixteenth-century debate: 

“Only Scripture,” 

“Only Christ,” 

“Only Grace,” 

“Only Faith,” and 

“To God Alone Be Glory.”
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Sola Scriptura   
Our Only Foundation

Many critics of the Reformation have attempted to portray it as the invitation 
to individualism, as people discover for themselves from the Bible what they 
will and will not believe. “Never mind the church. Away with creeds and the 
church’s teaching office! We have the Bible and that’s enough.” But this was 
not the reformers’ doctrine of sola Scriptura—only Scripture. Luther said 
of individualistic approaches to the Bible, “That would mean that each man 
would go to hell in his own way.”

On one side, the reformers faced the Roman Church, which believed its 
teaching authority to be final and absolute. The Roman Catholics said that 
tradition can be a form of infallible revelation even in the contemporary 
church; one needs an infallible Bible and an infallible interpreter of that 
sacred book. On the other side were the Anabaptist radicals, who believed 
that they not only did not need the teaching office of the church; they really 
didn’t seem to need the Bible either, since the Holy Spirit spoke to them—or 
at least to their leaders—directly. Instead of one Pope, Anabaptism produced 
numerous “infallible” messengers who heard the voice of God. Against both 
positions, the Reformation insisted that the Bible was the sole final authority 
in determining doctrine and life. In interpreting it, the whole church must 
be included, including the laity, and they must be guided by the teachers in 
the church. Those teachers, though not infallible, should have considerable 
interpretive authority. The creeds were binding and the newly reformed 
Protestant communions quickly drafted confessions of faith that received the 
assent of the whole church, not merely the teachers.

Today, we are faced with similar challenges even 
within evangelicalism. On one hand, there is 
the tendency to say, as Luther characterized 
the problem, “I go to church, hear what 
my priest says, and him I believe.” Calvin 
complained to Cardinal Sadoleto that the 
sermons before the Reformation were part 
trivial pursuit, part story-telling. Today, 
this same process of “dumbing down” has 
meant that we are, in George Gallup’s words, 
“a nation of biblical illiterates.” Perhaps we have 
a high view of the Bible’s inspiration: 80% of adult Americans believe that 
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Congratulations to Chase Haws and his bride Ingrid on their wedding, 
Saturday, September 26, at Second Presbyterian. Chase is an intern 
here and a seminary student at Greenville Presbyterian Theological 

Seminary. Ingrid also works at the Seminary. Pray for God’s rich  
blessings as they begin their life together.
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A Collection of Puritan Prayers & Devotions

The prayers in this book 
are drawn from the largely 
forgotten deposit of 
Puritan spiritual exercises, 
meditations, and aspirations. 
They testify to the richness 
and colour of evangelical 
thought and language that 
animated vital piety in an 
important stream of English 
religious life.   ~Arthur Bennett

The prayers in this book 
are drawn from the largely 
forgotten deposit of 
Puritan spiritual exercises, 
meditations, and aspirations. 
They testify to the richness 
and colour of evangelical 
thought and language that 
animated vital piety in an 
important stream of English 
religious life.   ~Arthur Bennett
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O Lord God,
Thou art my protecting arm,

fortress, refuge, shield, buckler.
Fight for me and my foes must flee;
Uphold me and I cannot fall;
Strengthen me and I stand unmoved, unmoveable;
Equip me and I shall receive no wound;
Stand by me and Satan will depart;
Anoint my lips with a song of salvation 

and I shall shout thy victory;
Give me abhorrence of all evil,

as a vile monster that 
defies thy law, casts off thy yoke,
defiles my nature, spreads misery.

Teach me to look to Jesus on his cross 
and so to know sin’s loathsomeness in thy sight.
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River &Rhett

at the corner of

Good work has been done to 
prepare for the foundation 

of the new building.
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Happy Birthday!

	 4	 Mark Diggs, Donna Siemen

	 6	 Evelyn Boudreau, Jack Hoopes, Jake Korol, Peggy Maye

	 7	 David Lichtenfelt

	 8	 Gatlin Thompson

	 9	 Caitlin Nieto, Jane Rainey

	 11	 Alayne Leang
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MORNING SERMON
Dr. David T. Irving

The Grace of the New Covenant 
Hebrews 8:6–12

EVENING SERMON
Dr. David E. Gilbert

Two Covenants 
Galatians 4:21–31

This Week 
Sunday, October 4
	 8:30 a.m.	 MORNING WORSHIP
	 9:55 a.m.	 Children’s Chapel (Sanctuary)
	 10:00 a.m.	� Children/Youth Sunday School
	 10:00 a.m.	� All-Adult Sunday School (Gym)
	 11:00 a.m.	 MORNING WORSHIP
	 5:30 p.m.	 Season of Prayer (Chapel)
	 6:00 p.m.	 EVENING WORSHIP

Monday, October 5
	 6:30 a.m.	 Men’s Bible Study (Conference Room)
	 9:30 a.m.	 Rafiki Bible Study (Conference Room)

Wednesday, October 7
	 5:00 p.m.	 Pastoral Care Committee (Office Work Room)
	 5:15 p.m.	 WIC Council (Conference Room)
	 5:30 p.m.	 FAMILY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER (Gym)
	 6:15 p.m.	 Hope Choir (K4–K5); Covenant Choir (Grades 1–6);
		  Youth Choir (Grades 7–12)
	 6:30 p.m.	 Deacon Training (Room C-211)
	 6:45 p.m.	 Ministry Moment (Gym)
	 7:00 p.m.	 CAT Kids (Ages 3–Grade 4); Covenant Kids (Grades 5–8)
	 7:00 p.m.	 Jr. & Sr. High Bible Studies
	 7:00 p.m.	 Adult Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (Gym)
	 7:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir

Thursday, October 8
	 9:30 a.m.	 Precepts Bible Study (Conference Room)
	 6:30 p.m.	 Mission to Main (Conference Room)

Friday, October 9
	 9:15 a.m.	 Raising Up Mothers (Fellowship Hall)
	 12:00 p.m.	 Men’s Luncheon/Bible Study (Gym)
	 6:00 p.m.	 Friday Night Alive (R. Phillips Home)

Saturday, October 10
	 8:00 a.m.	 Men of the Covenant (Gym)
	 10:00 a.m.	 Bridal Shower: Emilyann Bates & Knox Duncan (Fell. Hall)



Upcoming Events  spcgreenville.org/calendar

October 2–4	 Greenville Conference on Reformed Theology
October 10	 Men of the Covenant
October 12	 Joint Diaconate/Session Meeting
October 18	 Communion in the Evening Service
October 22	 Calvary Presbytery (Friendship Presbyterian)
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the Bible is the literal or inspired 
Word of God. But 30% of the 
teenagers who attend church 
regularly do not even know why 
Easter is celebrated. “The decline in Bible reading,” says Gallup, “is due in 
part to the widely held conviction that the Bible is inaccessible, and to less 
emphasis on religious training in the churches.” Just as Rome’s infallibility 
rested on the belief that the Bible itself was difficult, obscure, and confusing, 
so today people want the “net breakdown” from the professionals: what does 
it mean for me and how will it help me and make me happy? But those who 
read the Bible for more than devotional meditations know how clear it is—at 
least on the main points it addresses—and how it ends up making religion 
less confusing and obscure. Again today, the Bible—especially in mainline 
Protestant churches—is a mysterious book that can only be understood by a 
small cadre of biblical scholars who are “in the know.”

But we have the other side, too. There is a popular trend in many “evangelical” 
churches to emphasize direct communication with the Holy Spirit apart 
from the Word. In these circles, tradition and the teaching ministry of the 
church through the ages are not only treated as fallible (as the reformers 
believed), but as objects of mockery. The sentiments of Thomas Muntzer, who 
complained that Luther was “one of our scribes who wants to send the Holy 
Ghost off to college,” would find a prime-time spot on the nation’s leading 
evangelical radio and television broadcasts. Calvin said of these folks, “When 
the fanatics boast extravagantly of the Spirit, the tendency is always to bury 
the Word of God so they may make room for their own falsehoods.”

October 24	 Fall Church Picnic ( Jacob 
Gamble Home)
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Announcements
Friday Night Alive
The next fellowship/teaching time will be on October 9, beginning 
with supper at 6:00 p.m. at the Phillips’ Home, 11 Bridgeton Drive. 
Pray for God’s blessing on this important time for our young adults.

Men of the Covenant
Men (9th grade and above) will be having a breakfast and teaching 
time on Saturday, October 10, beginning at 8:00 a.m. in the Gym. 
Meat will be provided. Men are asked to bring breakfast items to share. 

Ask the Pastor
Church members may submit questions about 
the Christian faith or life at askthepastor@
spcgreenville.org. Please submit questions by 
Sunday, October 11. Pastor Phillips will go over answers 
during the Wednesday night teaching time on October 14.

Operation Christmas Child
Shoeboxes will be available beginning October 11 on the counter 
outside the Church Library. Fill a box for a needy child!

Bridal Shower
Ladies are invited to a bridal shower on Saturday, October 10, in the 
Fellowship Hall. Gather at 10:00 a.m. and help celebrate Emilyann 
Bates, fiancée of Knox Duncan.      Registry: EmandKnox.com

Reformation Party
Our annual Reformation Party is an alternative to secular Halloween. 
The church offers a safe and fun-filled evening of games, activities, and 
treats centered on God’s wonderful work in reforming the Church. 
This year, the Party will be held on Wednesday , October 28, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m. Middle and High School students volunteer to create and 
setup activities for the younger children.

To prepare for this special time, please bring bags of wrapped candy 
or prizes and place in the decorated box at the Gym bleachers.
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Christianity is not a spirituality, but a religion. Wade Clark Roof and other 
sociologists have pointed out that evangelicals today are indistinguishable 
from the general cultural trends, especially when it comes to preferring to 
think of their relationship to God more in terms of an experience than in 
terms of a relationship that is mediated through words. Ours is a visual or 
image-based society, much like the Middle Ages, and yet Christianity can 
only flourish through words, ideas, beliefs, announcements, arguments. There 
can be no communication with God apart from the written and living Word. 
Everything in the Christian faith depends on the spoken and written Word 
delivered by God to us through the prophets and apostles.

Further, sola Scriptura meant that the Word 
of God was sufficient. Although Rome 
believed it was infallible, the official theology 
was shaped more by the insights of Plato 
and Aristotle than by Scripture. Similarly 
today, psychology threatens to reshape the 
understanding of the self, as even in the 
evangelical pulpit sin becomes “addiction”; the Fall as an event is replaced 
with one’s “victim” status; salvation is increasingly communicated as mental 
health, peace of mind, and self-esteem, and my personal happiness and self-
fulfillment are center-stage rather than God’s holiness and mercy, justice 
and love, glory and compassion. Does the Bible define the human problem 
and its solution? Or when we really want facts, do we turn somewhere else, 
to a modern secular authority who will really carry weight in my sermon? 
Of course, the Bible will be cited to bolster the argument. Political ideology, 
sociology, marketing, and other secular “authorities” must never be allowed 
priority in answering questions the Bible addresses. That is, in part, what this 
affirmation means, and evangelicals today seem as confused on this point as 
was the medieval church.

Dr. Michael Horton is professor of apologetics and theology  
at Westminster Seminary California (Escondido, California).

This article will be continued in The West End Herald 
throughout the month of October.
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PICNIC
Saturday, October 24

11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Jacob & Carrie Gamble Home
55 Meddabrook Drive, Greenville

Park on the left side of the driveway once you enter the field.

Candy Apple Bar

Tractor Rides

Games & Activities

Live Music

TO BRING: Side Dish or Dessert, Lawn Chairs, Blankets, Balls/Frisbees 

BBQ Meat provided!

FallFall

Can you identify these men from the Reformation Wall in Geneva?

left to right: William Farel, John Calvin, Theodore Beza, John Knox


