Archibald Alexander was born during a time

Second Presbyterian Church, Greenville, SC

of upheaval in the American colonies. He
was born in 1772 near Lexington, Virginia.
'The third of nine children, he grew up in

a Christian home with parents who were
serious about passing along their faith to

each of their children.
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Because of his parents’instruction, Archibald Alexander had already
memorized the Westminster Shorter Catechism by the age of seven. This
was a great blessing to him later in life as he began to teach theology
to others and to grow in his own understanding. The training he
received bore much fruit later in life, and when the Lord opened his
eyes to the saving work of Christ, the theology he had already absorbed
provided the structure for his future ministry. Charles Hodge, one of
his students and later one of his colleagues at Princeton Seminary,
remarked particularly on the effect of this early knowledge of the
Westminster Standards in training his mind to teach theology in a
balanced and biblical way.

But despite his early training and Christian upbringing, Alexander
did not come to an experiential saving knowledge of Jesus Christ
until his teenage years. At the age of ten, Archibald Alexander began
tormal study under William Graham. From all reports, Graham was
an excellent tutor, and he held the same Presbyterian convictions as did
Alexander’s parents.

By the age of seventeen, Archibald
Alexander became a tutor himself, leaving
his father’s house to tutor in the home of
General John Posey. It was here, through
the kind influence of a godly older lady,
that Alexander began to think more deeply
about the reality of his faith. According to
Alexander’s later memory, it was in 1788 that the
Lord opened his eyes to the truths of Jesus Christ, giving him a saving
knowledge of faith. This was followed quickly in 1789 by a public
profession of his faith to the church.

As so often happens with many new Christians, Alexander’s
conversion led him to become a voracious reader of spiritual books,
many of those from the time of the English Puritans and from the
sermons and writings of the Great Awakening in America. He drank
deeply from these wells of wisdom, and they shed new light on the
things that he was taught as a younger man.

In 1791, he attended the general assembly of the Presbyterian
Church. It was there that he met the grandmother of his future

continued on page 8
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Mirécle Hill

Rescue Mission
GREENVILLE RESCUE MISSION

z ling shelter, food and hope in the Upstate since 1937.

Greenville Rescue Mission is a safe emergency shelter for men.
It provides food, shelter, clothing and compassion for those
experiencing homelessness. Our Crisis program provides short-
term services for guest who desire only temporary shelter. In-
depth services are provided through the New Life Program for
those who seek more comprehensive care. With the help of our
counselors and case managers, we aim to move guests toward
stability and healthy relationships. In partnership with New
Horizon Family Health Services, we provide respite care beds for
those experiencing homelessness who have been released from the
hospital with special medical needs and have no other place to
recover safely.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

DONATE SUPPLIES VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME BECOME A MENTOR
Call 864-242-6933 for more information.
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and colour of evangelical
thought and language that
animated vital piety in an
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Holy Lord,

I have sinned times without number,

important stream of English
religious life. ~Arthur Bennett

and been guilty of pride and unbelief,
of failure to find thy mind in thy Word,
of neglect to seek thee in my daily life.
My transgressions and short-comings
present me with a list of accusations,
But I bless thee that they will not stand against me,
for all have been laid on Christ;
Go on to subdue my corruptions,
and grant me grace to live above them.
Go on with thy patient work,
answering ‘no’ to my wrongful prayers,
and fitting me to accept it.
Purge me from every false desire,
every base aspiration,
everything contrary to thy rule.
I thank thee for thy wisdom and thy love,

THE VALEEMESEVISION

for all acts of discipline to which I am subject,
for sometimes putting me into the furnace

to refine my gold and remove my dross.
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Birthdays

Verlyn Smoker, Kye Zimmerman
Nola Giusti, Elizabeth Swaim
Margaret Swait

Michael Chiles, Susan Hastings

Eleanor Gearhart, James Leathers,
Bill McDaniel, Shannon Mobley,
Noel Moss, Eowyn Szrama, Fraser Tabb

Nancy Grigsby, Judah Turner




MORNING SERMON

° Rev. Brendon J. Branigin
ServANTS OF GOD
1 Peter 2:13-17

EVENING SERMON

M. Joshua Lyon
Tue House or MEssian
Ruth 4:1-22

Sunday, September 20

8:30 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP—The Lord’s Supper
9:55 A.M. Children’s Chapel (Sanctuary)

10:00 A.Mm. Children/Youth Sunday School

10:00 A.Mm. Adult Sunday School Communities

10:00 A.Mm. Membership Class (Room C-209)

11:00 A.Mm. MORNING WORSHIP—The Lord’s Supper
5:00 p.m. Missionary Prayer Band (Chapel)
5:30 p.M. Season of Prayer (Chapel)
6:00 p.m. EVENING WORSHIP

Monday, September 21
6:30 A.M. Men’s Bible Study (Conference Room)
9:30 A.M. Rafiki Bible Study (Conference Room)

Tuesday, September 22
7:00 p.m. WIC Circle 4 (L. Martin Home)

Wednesday, September 23
5:30 p.M. Christian Education Committee (Conference Room)
5:30 p.m. FAMILY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER (Gym)
6:15 p.m. Hope Choir (K4-K5); Covenant Choir (Grades 1-6);
Youth Choir (Grades 7-12)
6:45 p.m. Ministry Moment (Gym)
7:00 p.M. CAT Kids (Ages 3-Grade 4); Covenant Kids (Grades 5-8)
7:00 pM.  Jr. & Sr. High Bible Studies
7:00 M. Adult Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (Gym)
7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir

Thursday, September 24
9:30 A.M. Precepts Bible Study (Conference Room)
4:00 p.Mm. Media Committee (Zoom)
6:30 P.M. Mission to Main (Conférence Room)

Friday, September 25
9:15 A.m. Raising Up Mothers (Fellowship Hall)
12:00 p.m. Men’s Luncheon/Bible Study (Gym)
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%WWW spcgreenville.org/calendar

September20  Communion in the Morning Services
September30  No Wednesday Meal, Activities, Service
October 2-4 Greenville Conference on Reformed Theology

continued from page 2

colleague, Charles Hodge. In that same year, he was licensed to the
gospel ministry and began itinerant preaching under the oversight of
the synod of Virginia.

He was ordained to pastor several churches in Virginia in 1794 and,
in 1796, became the President of Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia
while still maintaining an active role as a preacher and a pastor.

In 1801, he resigned from that role, partly from exhaustion, and
began a journey to New England, which he had long wanted to visit.
On the way, while staying with a well-respected minister, he met his
wife, Janetta. Though his travels to New England were profitable, he
returned to Hampden-Sydney College in 1802 and, in 1806, at the
age of thirty-four, was called to be the pastor of Second Presbyterian
Church in Philadelphia.

While his labors
as a pastor, evangelist,
and college leader were
fruitful, Alexander is
best known for his
work at Princeton
Seminary. As a pastor
in Philadelphia, he
had for some years
encouraged the

establishment of

a Presbyterian seminary in the United States. When the General
Assembly finally voted to establish a seminary in Princeton, it was
not surprising that they appointed Archibald Alexander to be its first
professor and principal in 1812.

continued on page 10



Greenville Conference on Reformed Theology
Conference Session Titles

Friday, October 2 @ 7:00 p.M.
SESSION 1 The Covenant in My Blood (Irving)

Saturday, October 3 @ 9:00 a.Mm.
SESSION 2 Abraham and the Covenant of Grace (Gilbert)

Saturday, October 3 @ 10:30 a.Mm.
SESSION 3 Children and the Covenant of Grace (Phillips)

Sunday, October 4 @ 8:30/11:00 A.m.
SESSION 4  The Grace of the New Covenant (Irving)

Sunday, October 4 @ 10:00 a.M.
SESSION 5 The Head of the New Covenant (Gilbert)

Sunday, October 4 @ 6:00 p.M.
SESSION 6 The Covenant of Promise (Gilbert)

ipturday, October 24
'IOOAM e=—=3:00 P.M.

¥ -
Jacob & Carrie Gamble H e..f-t,. ; ala
55 Meddabrook Drive, Greenﬂli%« e T~y . ¥
Park on the left side of the driveway once you enter the field. f # 5 J - = ;o
BBy

Candy Apple Bar

r TO BRING: Side Dish or Dessert, den
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continued from page 8 A generation

of pastors and
Just as Archibald Alexander was born in troubling 1 issionaries

times, so the seminary was established in years of were trained
difficulty. The United States was once again at war under
with Great Britain. Yet despite this, Archibald Alexander’s
Alexander ministered with remarkable faithfulness ministry.

and zeal for the next forty years. A generation of
pastors and missionaries were trained under Alexander’s ministry. Even
with the addition of Samuel Miller, Charles Hodge, and others to
the seminary’s faculty, Alexander was the clear leader. He was a gifted
teacher and the author of many books and articles, including the greatest
of his works, Thoughts on Religious Experience. But he was best known as
a man of deep piety and modesty. Godliness adorned all his labors.

'This is perhaps captured best by his friend and colleague, Charles
Hodge. He reflected on Archibald Alexander’s influence, writing:

'The man who can bring us into communion with God,
who can reveal to us the glory or the love of Christ,

who can unseal the fountains of penitence, or kindle the
expiring embers of faith and hope—the man whom God
uses to do us such services as these, is one “for whom
some would even dare to die.”

'This was the legacy of Alexander’s leadership at the seminary and of
his teaching ministry.

Archibald Alexander died on October 22, 1851. He preached his
last sermon just over a month before. While on his sickbed, he stated,
“My views of theological truth are what they have always been.” His
early convictions remained, and he entered the presence of his faithful
Savior, Jesus Christ, having served Him well. ¢

Dr. Jonathan L. Master is president of Greenville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in Greenville, S.C., and a teaching elder
in the Presbyterian Church in America.
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Register today!

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

The Covenant of Grace Greenville

nference

The Greenville Conference on Reformed Theology £
is a ministry of Second Presbyterian Church. on ormed
The Sessions are free but registration is required.

spcgreenville.org/signup Ei=E
Nursery is provided for all Sessions. %
FRIDAY, October2 (=
5:00 p.M.  Check-in / Bookstore opens
6:00 p.m.  Dinner (S10 adult, children eat free
w/paying adult, registration required) (

Nursery (ages 0—3) opens at 6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.  SESSION 1 — Dr. David Irving

SATURDAY, October3

9:00 AM. SESSION 2 — Dr. David Gilbert g ine
10:30 A.m.  SESSION 3 — Dr. Richard Phillips
11:30 A.m.  SESSION 4 — Q&A — All Speakers

eology

' <Richard Phillips

SUNDAY, October4
8:30 AmM.  SESSION 5 — Dr. David Irving P
11:00 a.m. David Gilbert

10:00 Am.  SESSION 6 — Dr. David Gilbert
6:00 .M. SESSION 7 — Dr. David Gilbert
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