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What is CAT Kids?

'The Wednesday night program for our children 3 years
old through 4th grade is called CAT Kids. (CAT is
short for catechism.) Our CAT Kids team consists of
fifteen teachers and helpers whose goal is to assist
parents in teaching our covenant children the doctrines :’2 !
of faith set forth in God’s Word and particularly :
outlined in the Westminster Children’s Catechism. The church is
turnishing each family one copy of Catechism for Young Children:
Original Edition. (If your family does not have a copy, please pick one
up in the church library.) We hope that by the time the children finish
our program, they will have memorized this entire catechism.

Catechism

for
Young

Children

Each Wednesday night, our program begins at 7:00 p.Mm. (*Information
regarding 3-year-olds is below.) The children K4 through 4th grade are
divided by ages/grades to go to separate classes where they have prayer
time, a lesson on a catechism question, and scripture passage
memorization. At 7:30 the children meet all together in the Fellowship
Hall where they sing scripture songs, hear a
missionary report, learn themes of the books
of the Bible, study Bible history, and more.
'The children are escorted to the Gym at 8:00
where parents pick them up.

“The 3-year-olds go to the Nursery at 6:45.
At 6:55, the CAT Kids teachers take them to SEE
their classroom; and then at 7:30, they escort \/OU
them to the Fellowship Hall to join the other 1]
CAT Kids for the above activities. THERE"

CAT Kids and Covenant Kids
start on Wednesday,
August 19!

continued on page 10



Ministry of the Week

ISRCIMUSIC

Make a joyful noise to the LORD all the earth! Serve the LORD with
gladness! Come into His presence with singing! Psalm 100:1-2

Music is truly a gift from God and a blessed avenue of praising His
holy name. The Bible is replete with admonitions and commands for the
believer to sing and make music unto the Lord, while simultaneously
being a depository of songs interspersed throughout the holy scriptures,
most fully and obviously found in the book of Psalms. From the song of
Moses in Exodus, to the song of the Lamb in Revelation, the Word of
God is full of music and singing! This should not be a surprise to us, for
the heart of the faithful believer is a heart of gratitude eager to express
praise and devotion to the Triune God, and making music is what the
church of Jesus Christ has been joyfully practicing for centuries in the
song of God’s covenant people.

Music is a means through which believers can join together offering

to God the honor and praise which is due unto Him alone. Singing
engages the heart, the body, the mind, the spirit, one’s entire being when
directed to the purpose of worship, and Second Presbyterian Church
has a long and rich tradition of excellence in making music for the

sole purpose of glorifying the God of grace and glory. We encourage
participation by all of our members, young and old, in our gatherings of
worship, and also in ensembles who focus concerted time and effort into
leading the people of God in this glorious endeavor.

Let us make a joyful noise to our God as we proclaim His greatness and
glory in song in the midst of the congregation and throughout earth!

Verlyn Smoker, Director of Music



and colour of evangelical
thought and language that
animated vital piety in an
important stream of English
religious life. ~Arthur Bennett

Glorious God,

I bless thee that I know thee.

I once lived in the world, but was ignorant

of its Creator,
was partaker of thy providences, but knew not
the Provider,
was blind while enjoying the sunlight,
was deaf to all things spiritual, with voices
all around me,
understood many things, but had no knowledge
of thy ways,
saw the world, but did not see Jesus only.
O happy day, when in thy love’s sovereignty
thou didst look on me, and call me by grace.
Then did the dead heart begin to beat,
the darkened eye glimmer with light,
the dull ear catch thy echo,

THE VALLEMESEVISION

and I turned to thee and found thee,

A God ready to hear, willing to save.




at the corner of

Rafiki Class Schedule

The first day is Sept. 14, 2026, at 9:30 a.m. until 11:30 A.m.
in the Conference Room. Please have the first day’s
questions answered and ready to discuss. The Bible study
is Gospel of Matthew, and if you haven't read it through,
please try to finish it before class starts. Include in your
prayers please, that our Lord will draw those He wants to
come and that He, by His Spirit will teach us.

Any ladies (not registered yet) who would like to join the
Rafiki class should contact Sylvia Long for instructions on
obtaining materials from Rafiki Headquarters.
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MORNING SERMON
o Dr. Richard D. Phillips
HorseMEN oF THE LorRD
Zechariah 1:7-17

EVENING SERMON
Rev. Jeffrey M. Early
Tue Saints N CHRIST JESUS

Sunday, August 9 Philippians 1:1-2

8:30 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP
9:55 A.M. Children’s Chapel (Sanctuary)

10:00 A.Mm. Children/Youth Sunday School

10:00 a.Mm. All-Adult Sunday School (Gym)

11:00 A.Mm. MORNING WORSHIP
5:30 p.M. Season of Prayer (Chapel)
6:00 p.m. EVENING WORSHIP
7:30 p.Mm. Early Family Reception (Gym)

Monday, August 10
6:30 A.M. Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 p.m. Session Meeting (Conference Room,)

Tuesday, August 11
7:00 p.m. WIC Circle 4 (L.Martin Home)

Wednesday, August 12
5:30 p.m. Missions Committee (Conference Room)
5:30 p.Mm. FAMILY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER (Gym)
6:30 P.M. Summer Children’s Choir: Grades 1-6 (Choir Room)
6:30 p.Mm. Summer Children’s Choir: K4-K5 (Room C-209)
6:45 p.Mm. Ministry Moment (Gym)
7:00 p.m. Jr. & Sr. High Bible Studies
7:00 p.Mm. Adult Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (Gym)

Thursday, August 13
6:30 P.M. Mission to Main (Conférence Room)

Friday, August 14
12:00 p.m. Men’s Luncheon/Bible Study (Gym)

Saturday, August 15
10:00 a.Mm. Groundbreaking Ceremony (Parking Lot)
7:00 p.m. English Country Dancing (Gym)



%MWW spcgreenville.org/calendar

August 9 Farewell Reception for Jeft Early Family
August 10 Session Meeting

August 15 Groundbreaking Ceremony

August 16 Rally Day / WIC Annual Meeting

August 16 Communion in the Evening Service

August 19 Choirs, CAT Kids, Covenant Kids begins
August 21 GPTS Convocation (held at SPC)

August 23 Adult Sunday School Communities Resume

Fall Membership Class Begins

Mid-Year Financial Update

‘Through June, the church has received 39% ($788k) of its targeted
contributions for the full year ($2.046m) but incurred 47% of the year’s
budgeted expenses ($952k), resulting in a $164k operating deficit. This
compares with a $55k deficit at this time last year.

Please prayerfully consider how you might help close this gap in the
second half of the year.

1 SECOND L

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH YTD Actual  YTD Budget

Budget
Through July

Contributions 907,659 1,193,500 2,046,000
Ministerial 298,507 298,338 511,437
Outreach & Pastoral Care 2,884 6,621 11,350
Christian Education 66,998 64,485 110,546
Media 68,055 66,958 114,785
Worship & Music 117,417 131,036 224,633
Administration 174,115 184,311 315,962
Property & Maintenance 147,712 199,574 342,127
Sports & Fellowship 35,704 45,967 78,800
Missions & Benevolence 165,256 196,210 336,360

Total SPC Program Expenses 1,076,648

Operating Surplus / (Deficit) (168,989)

Notes

- Operating shortfallis $169k vs $61k last year.
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Raising Up Mothers (RUM)
'The RUM Friday morning Bible Study begins on September 11.
Register on the church website: spegreenville.org/signup.

Evangelism Explosion

Are you prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason
for the hope that is in you? Join Ruling Elder Ken Safford for a 7-week
Evangelism Training beginning Tuesday, September 1, at 6:00 p.m. in the
Conference Room. This practical training will equip you to communicate
the good news of Jesus Christ with friends, relatives, coworkers, and
neighbors. Register by August 31 at spcgreenville.org/signup. Contact
Rev. Brendon Branigin for questions or additional details.

Sunday, August 9

Farewell Reception for Jeff & Bethany Early / family
After the Evening Service in the Gymnasium

Please bring finger foods to share!

Rally Day / WIC Annual Meeting

Adults and children (except Nursery and 2-year-olds) will meet in the
Sanctuary on August 16 at 10:00 a.m. Children will be promoted to
their new Sunday School classes, women will remain in the Sanctuary
for the Annual WIC Meeting, and men will meet in the Gym for

a teaching time. Adult Sunday School classes, as well as the Fall
Membership Class, will resume on August 23.

Fall Membership Class

in Room C-209 beginning August 23. Scan the
QR Code for more information!

Baptism Sunday
If you would like to have your child baptized, please email the
church office (clarson@spcgreenville.org). The next Baptism Sunday
is August 30.

9



continued from page 2

What is Covenant Kids?

'The children in Grades 5-8 are our COVENANT Kids. At 7:00 each
Wednesday night, they meet in the Fellowship Hall to participate in
the memorization of the Shorter Catechism and scripture passages
until 7:20. Fifth-Sixth Grades then go to catechism study with Steve
Schvaneveldt in Room S-308. Seventh—Eighth Grades go with Josh
Lyon in Room S-307 (third floor of the Sanctuary Building).

We encourage parents to come join us at any time to see exactly how
the programs work. If you ever have any questions about CAT Kids or
COVENANT Kids, please feel free to contact Jill Mann for more
information about the programs. ¢

Jr. High at Ridge Haven Camp, July 20-24

During construction, the Sr. High
Youth will meet in Room S-304.




A Time to Build Update

On Wednesday, August 12, Melton Duncan will give an update

on the new Christian Education Building and how to enter/leave
the church once construction begins. The Gym and Portico main
entrances will not be accessible beginning August 17. Praise God for
His abundant provision over the past few years. Please continue to
honor the pledges previously made as we work together to build!

Groundbreaking Ceremony

'The congregation will meet in the parking lot at 10:00 A.m. on
Saturday, August 15, for a short ceremony. Please let us know you're
coming (at spcgreenville.org/signup) so seating can be arranged.

Farewell to the Early Family

Pastor Early was born and raised in Richmond
Virginia. In 2018 the Early family relocated to
Greenville South Carolina and began attending
Second Presbyterian Church where Jeft was hired
as an intern that fall. During his internship Jeff
studied at Reformed Theological Seminary in
Charlotte, receiving his Masters of Divinity in :
2022. He is currently pursuing a Doctor of Ministry
degree through Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia.

He and Bethany were married April 12, 2014. They have four children:
Brooke (2017), James (2019), Lynne (2022), and Anne (2025).

Rev. Early has accepted a call to the senior pastorate at Meadowview
Reformed Presbyterian Church in Lexington, North Carolina. Jeff’s
faithful ministry to the youth and families at SPC will be dearly
missed! We pray that God will pave his new path with many mercies
and continue to use him for many fruitful years to come.

Children/Youth/Adult Choirs
On Wednesday, August 19, the following choirs will begin their Fall
schedule: 6:15 p.m. Hope Choir (K4-K5)

6:15 p.m. Covenant Choir (Grades 1-6)

6:15 p.M. Youth Choir (Grades 7-12)

7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir (High School-Adult)
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