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"ailguish of heart
and with many tears, not to cause
1 pain but to let you know the
bundant love that I have for you.

2 Corinthians 1:23-24

In the midst of Paul’s explanation of why he chose to
change his plans and not visit the Corinthian church
before going to Macedonia, the Apostle engaged in a
short theological digression on the surety of God’s
promises in Christ (2 Cor. 1:12-22). That digression
finished, Paul makes clear in this passage why he went
to Macedonia and did not come back to Corinth first.

'The Apostle tells us in 2 Corinthians 1:23 that he did
not come to Corinth because he wanted to spare them.
As 1:24-2:4 makes clear, Paul’s unplanned visit to
Corinth to deal with problems there after writing

1 Corinthians was quite painful for both the Apostle
and the church there. We do not know what happened
during that meeting, but it was so difficult that the
Apostle did not believe another visit would be fruitful,
at least not before there had been some move toward
reconciliation. Paul had enacted some kind of church
discipline during that “painful visit,” the congregation
had not responded well, and hard feelings existed on all
sides. Thus, Paul did not return so that he would not
exacerbate tensions.

5 continued on page 10



. X e Melton Duncan taking up his
Dr. Richard Phillips nominating duties as Moderator

Melton Duncan for Moderator

Covenant Baptisms on June 28

Elizabeth Mae Davis Branson George Oliver
Caroline Shelby Davis Charles lain Oliver



and colour of evangelical
thought and language that
animated vital piety in an
important stream of English
religious life. ~Arthur Bennett

@ Divine Redeemer,

Great was thy goodness

in undertaking my redemption,
in consenting to be made sin for me,
in conquering all my foes;
Great was thy strength
in enduring the extremities of divine wrath,
in taking away the load of my iniquities;
Great was thy love
in manifesting thyself alive,
in showing thy sacred wounds,
that every fear might vanish,
and every doubt be removed;
Great was thy mercy
in ascending to heaven
there to intercede for me,

there to succour me in temptation,

THE VALLEMESEVISION

there to open the eternal book
there to receive me finally to thyself.



Friday Night Alive
June 5, 2026




" Seth Johnson, Elizabeth Master, Sean Moss,

John Mark Phillips, Eleanor Strickland

- Barb McKee, Todd Walton

Bessie Duncan, Addison Hughes

Olivia Davis

Ponder Babington, Chad Scoggins




MORNING SERMON
® Rev. Jeffrey M. Early
LicuT AND DARKNESS
John 3:16-21

EVENING SERMON
Rev. Brendon J. Branigin

Honor, SusmissioN, AND L1BERTY
1 Peter 2:11-17

Sunday, July 5

8:30 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP

9:55 A.M. Children’s Chapel (Sanctuary)
10:00 A.m. Children/Youth Sunday School
10:00 A.Mm. All-Adult Sunday School (Gym)
11:00 A.Mm. MORNING WORSHIP

5:30 .M. Season of Prayer (Chapel)

6:00 .M. EVENING WORSHIP

Monday, July 6
9:00 .M.  Vacation Bible School Begins

Wednesday, July 8

No Meal, Activities, or Service

Thursday, July 9
6:30 .M. Mission to Main (Conference Room)

Friday, July 10
11:30 A.Mm. VBS Closing Program (Gym)

Saturday, July 11
7:00 p.m. English Country Dancing (Gym)

Men'’s Bible Study

'The Monday morning Bible Study will resume on July 13, beginning
at 6:30 a.M. in the Fellowship Hall. Bring your own coffee!



%MWW spcgreenville.org/calendar

July 6-10 Vacation Bible School

July 13 Joint Diaconate/Session Meeting

July 19 Communion in the Morning Services

July 20-24 Jr. High at Ridge Haven Camp (Brevard, NC)
July 25 Calvary Presbytery (@ Second Presbyterian)

Covenant Baptisms
We rejoiced with the Andrew Davis and Graham Oliver families at
the baptism of their children on Sunday morning, June 28. Photos are

on page 3 of this newsletter.

Friday Night Alive

The next fellowship/teaching time will be on July 17, beginning with
dinner at 6:00 .M. at the church followed by volleyball and a walk to
Spill the Beans for ice cream. Friday Night Alive will not be meeting
in August.

LightBringers

LightBringers is a discipleship ministry, modeled after Titus 2, for

the young ladies of Second Presbyterian Church. All girls in grades

5 through 8 as well as their mothers are welcome. The next meeting
will be on Thursday, July 30, at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please

contact Rose Branigin with any questions.

Precepts Bible Study

Ladies: Precepts will be studying the book of Romans beginning
Thursday, September 10, and will continue to meet each Thursday in
the church Conference Room from 9:30-11:30 a.Mm. Please let Mary
Settle know by August 17 if you plan to attend as books need to be

ordered for those who did not order earlier.



News from Louisville, Kentucky:

The PCA 53rd General Assembly has elected Melton “Mel”
Duncan, ruling elder and stated clerk of Calvary Presbytery, to
serve as moderator of the Assembly.

A lifelong member of Second Presbyterian Church in Greenville,
South Carolina, Duncan comes from what he calls “a long line
of Presbyterian forebears.” His father, J. Ligon Duncan, Jr., was
a ruling elder at Second Preshyterian Church when the church
decided to join the PCA, and his mother, Shirley, formed the PCA
Musicians Association in the 1980s. At the PCA's 43rd General Assembly, Shirley was formally
recognized as one of the PCA’s “founding mothers.” Brother J. Ligon Duncan, Ill, is the chancellor
and CEO of Reformed Theological Seminary.

Duncan grew up at Second Presbyterian under the ministries of Gordon Reed and Paul Settle.
His father was an avid churchman, planning family vacations around attending General Assembly
and involving the entire family in the life of the church.

Duncan embraced the church service modeled by his father and has served Second
Presbyterian in a variety of roles, including Sunday school teacher, deacon, and ruling elder.

He has served as stated clerk of Calvary Presbytery since 2016 and served on many presbytery
committees, including the host committee for the 43rd PCA General Assembly in Greenville.

Nominating Duncan was Richard Phillips, the current senior pastor of Second Presbyterian.
Phillips said Duncan has the experience, competence, trust, and goodwill necessary to lead the
General Assembly proceedings. He noted Duncan’s considerable experience at the Assembly and
the competence with which he leads.

“I really don’t think there’s a ruling elder at this point who has not already been moderator who
is more qualified than Mel Duncan,” Phillips said.

Having grown up in the Presbyterian Church and attended over 30 Assemblies, Duncan
appreciates the business aspects of the General Assembly as much as the fellowship times the
Assembly provides.

“I'm Interested in the issues that drive the PCA and want to be part of discussions to help the
PCA be faithful to the Bible, true to the Reformed faith, and committed to the Great Commission,”
he said. “I enjoy the process of doing Presbyterianism. I like listening and learning from the debate
as much as | can, as well as doing my part in the discussion and debate.”

From the time of his father’s death in 1992 until 2011, Duncan ran his family’s printing business,
which specialized in printing for nonprofits and Christian organizations. He also worked as a media
consultant for several Christian organizations, including Ligonier Ministries in Sanford, Florida.

Phillips noted Duncan’s love for the PCA and how that love fuels Duncan’s goodwill toward
pastors across the ideological spectrum.

“If you want an example of what a Christian gentleman looks like, look at Mel Duncan,” he said.

In 2011, he became the administrator for Second Presbyterian. Duncan is also on the
leadership council for the Gospel Reformation Network.

Taken from byFaith, magazine of the PCA
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Paul notes that in all his dealings with the Corinthians, he
does not seek to lord himself over them but to work toward
their joy alongside them (2 Cor. 1:24). The Corinthians
needed to hear this so as to alleviate any suspicions they had
regarding Paul’s motives in exercising his Apostolic authority.
As a bit of an aside, Christian leaders and other believers with
authority over others can learn from Paul’s words here. Those
who possess authority in the Christian community have true
authority, but before Christ we are brothers and sisters, not
lords and servants. Thus, we should strive in the exercise of
discipline to communicate to others that we are not seeking to
lord our power over them but are hoping to work with them
for their good. Pastors and elders should take this approach
with laypeople, Christian parents should take this approach
with their children, Christian employers should take this

approach with employees, and so forth.

PAUL’S FIRST AND SECOND
MISSIONARY JOURNEYS
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continued from page 10

Instead of coming to the Corinthians before going to
Macedonia, Paul sent the Corinthians another letter, which
we do not possess. This epistle, sometimes called the “severe
letter,” evidently had many hard words for the Corinthians,
but they were words of love (2:1-4). Paul was hoping that the
Corinthians would repent of their treatment of him, believing
his physical absence would be more conducive to achieving
that aim. Thankfully, this letter achieved Paul’s intent.

Coram Deo

Matthew Henry comments on this passage that “in reproofs,
admonitions, and acts of discipline, faithful ministers show
their love.” When we hear hard but needed words from the
pulpit and other places where elders bring us God’s truth, let
us keep this in mind. We all need to be corrected at times,
and when church leaders give this correction in love, grace,
and truth, let us heed it.

Shared from Ligonier Ministries

A wise son hears his

father’s instruction,

but a scoffer does
not listen

to rebuke.
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