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The Westminster Shorter Catechism is one of the 
most beloved and enduring summaries of the 
Christian faith in the Reformed tradition. Its 
clarity, brevity, and theological precision have 
made it a foundational teaching tool for 
generations of believers. But how did this 
remarkable document come into existence? To 
understand the Shorter Catechism, we must step 
back into a time of political upheaval, ecclesiastical 
reform, and deep concern for doctrinal faithfulness 
in the mid-seventeenth century.

How Did We Get the 

Westminster 
Shorter 
Catechism?
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A Time of Crisis and Opportunity
The 1640s in England witnessed tremendous upheaval, as tensions between 

King Charles I and Parliament erupted into the English Civil War (1642–
1651). At the heart of the conflict were not only political questions about 
authority and governance, but also deeply rooted disagreements about the 
nature of the church.

The Church of England—shaped by earlier reforms under Henry VIII, 
Edward VI, and Elizabeth I—retained many elements that some believed 
were insufficiently Reformed. The Elizabethan Settlement (1559), in 
particular, sought to combine a Protestant theology with a Roman Catholic 
aesthetic—a “middle way” (or via media) between the two. In other words, 
while Protestant, the Church of England retained the government as well as 
the experiential elements (the “smells and bells”) of Rome.

The English Puritans sought to purify the Church of England from its 
Roman Catholic vestiges. Influenced by the Reformed theology from Geneva 
and Wittenberg (among other places), they longed for the church and her 
worship to be more thoroughly grounded in and regulated by Scripture.

In 1643, the English Parliament called together an assembly of theologians 
and church leaders to advise on matters specifically of doctrine and worship. 
This gathering, known as the Westminster Assembly, met at Westminster 
Abbey in London. The assembly would not merely revise existing documents 
(such as the Thirty-Nine Articles) but also produce an entirely new body of 
doctrinal standards. Among these were the Westminster Confession of Faith, 
the Larger Catechism, and the Shorter Catechism.
Why a “Shorter” Catechism?

Catechisms—structured question-and-answer summaries of doctrine—had 
long been used in the church as tools for instruction. The Reformers, including 
Luther and Calvin, produced catechisms to teach biblical truth systematically, 
especially to children and new Christians. The Westminster Assembly 
followed this tradition by first producing the Westminster Larger Catechism, 
a comprehensive and detailed exposition of Christian doctrine. However, the 
assembly recognized the need for a more concise version that would be 
accessible to children and those new to the faith.

The Shorter Catechism stands as a reminder that clear, concise, and biblical 
instruction is not only possible, but essential.

Thus, the Westminster Shorter Catechism was written not as a lesser 
document, but as a more accessible one. It distills the same rich theology  
of the confession and Larger Catechism into 107 carefully crafted questions 
and answers.



Ministry of the WeekEMMANUEL EMMANUEL 
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William Castro
Emmanuel Upstate is a reformed, bilingual and multi-
ethnic church in the upstate of South Carolina, established 
for the glory of God. Rev. William Castro graduated 
from Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary and 
served for ten years as Assistant Pastor for Outreach at 
Mitchell Road PCA. He has been a church planter with 
Calvary Presbytery since 2018. Emmanuel Upstate was 
particularized in September 2024, and they have their own 
Session. Particularization describes the process of a church 
plant becoming a “particular” or independent church in the 
PCA. Josh Marcus and his family are assisting in the work at 
Emmanuel as Josh continues his internship there.
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A Collection of Puritan Prayers & Devotions

The prayers in this book 
are drawn from the largely 
forgotten deposit of 
Puritan spiritual exercises, 
meditations, and aspirations. 
They testify to the richness 
and colour of evangelical 
thought and language that 
animated vital piety in an 
important stream of English 
religious life.   ~Arthur Bennett

The prayers in this book 
are drawn from the largely 
forgotten deposit of 
Puritan spiritual exercises, 
meditations, and aspirations. 
They testify to the richness 
and colour of evangelical 
thought and language that 
animated vital piety in an 
important stream of English 
religious life.   ~Arthur Bennett
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O God of My Exodus,
Great was the joy of Israel’s sons,

when Egypt died upon the shore,
Far greater the joy when the Redeemer’s foe

lay crushed in the dust.
Jesus strides forth as the victor,

conqueror of death, hell, and all opposing might;
He bursts the bands of death,

tramples the powers of darkness down,
and lives for ever.

He, my gracious surety, apprehended for payment of my debt,
comes forth from the prison house of the grave
free, and triumphant over sin, Satan, and death.

Show me herein the proof that his 
vicarious offering is accepted,
that the claims of justice are satisfied,
that the devil’s sceptre is shivered,
that his wrongful throne is levelled.
Give me the assurance that in Christ I died,
in him I rose, in his life I live, in his victory I triumph,
in his ascension I shall be glorified.
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River &Rhett

at the corner of

Peru Mission Trip
From June 5–13, a team from 
Second Presbyterian Church, 
Woodruff Road Presbyterian Church, 
and Redeeming Grace Presbyterian 
Church (Lake Wylie, SC) will travel 
to Trujillo, Peru, to assist with 
renovations at the church manse in Wichanzao, the 
former pastorate of Rev. José Barriga. The team will 
install flooring and complete painting projects as part of 
the larger ongoing renovations. In the afternoons, team 
members will also conduct Vacation Bible School activities 
for local children. Please pray the Lord would use this 
time to encourage the church and strengthen the bonds of 
Christian fellowship among our congregations.

Team members include Brendon Branigin, José Barriga,  
Yessenia Barriga, Ethan Caldwell, Miguel D’Azevedo, Lukas 
Hoyle, Rebekah Hoyle, Ronald Hoyle, James Linn, David 
McKinnon, Mike Morgan, Hugh Player, and Miles Player.
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happy

birthdays
JuneJune

  7	� Tim Johnson,  
Hunter Leigh

 8	� Owen Davis,  
Christa Pomerlyan,  
Matthew Wagner

 9	� Isaac Kugler,  
Christina Love,  
Tim Shiou,  
Emily Weaver

10	� Molly Bulla,  
Ashley O’Shields

11	� Harper Bailey,  
Levi Mobley,  
Sandra Wills

12	� Linda Bragdon,  
Judy Pitts
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MORNING SERMON
Dr. Richard D. Phillips

The One Who Boasts 
2 Corinthians 10:7–18

EVENING SERMON
Mr. Joshua D. Lyon

The Fields of Moab
Ruth 1:1–6

This Week
Sunday, June 7
	 8:30 a.m.	 MORNING WORSHIP
	 9:55 a.m.	 Children’s Chapel (Sanctuary)
	 10:00 a.m.	� Children/Youth Sunday School
	 10:00 a.m.	� All-Adult Sunday School (Gym)
	 11:00 a.m.	 MORNING WORSHIP
	 5:30 p.m.	 Season of Prayer (Chapel)
	 6:00 p.m.	 EVENING WORSHIP
	 7:30 p.m.	 Worship and Music Committee (Conference Room)

Monday, June 8
	 6:30 p.m.	 Session Meeting (Conference Room)

Tuesday, June 9
	 7:00 p.m.	 WIC Circle 4 (L. Martin Home)

Wednesday, June 10
	 5:30 p.m.	 Missions Committee (Conference Room)
	 5:30 p.m.	 FAMILY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER (Gym)
	 6:30 p.m.	 Summer Children’s Choir: Grades 1–6 (Choir Room)
	 6:45 p.m.	 Summer Children’s Choir: K4–K5 (Choir Robe Room)
	 6:45 p.m.	 WIC Circle 1 (Conference Room)
	 6:45 p.m.	 Ministry Moment (Gym)
	 7:00 p.m.	 Jr. & Sr. High Bible Studies
	 7:00 p.m.	 Adult Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (Gym)
	 7:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir

Friday, June 12
	 12:00 p.m.	 Men’s Luncheon and Bible Study (Gym)
	 1:30 p.m.	 Mission to Main (Conference Room)



Upcoming Events  spcgreenville.org/calendar

June 21	 Communion in the Evening Service
June 22–26	 PCA General Assembly (Louisville, Kentucky)
June 22–27	 Sr. High Bible Conference (Pawleys Island)
June 28	 Baptism Sunday
July 3	 Annual Church Picnic (Friday)
July 6–10	 Vacation Bible School
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Crafting the Catechism
The Shorter Catechism was completed in 1647 (approved in 1648) and 

presented to both the English and Scottish churches. It reflects the 
collaborative work of the assembly, though certain individuals played 
particularly significant roles in shaping its content. The Westminster divines 
were deeply committed to grounding every statement in Scripture. They 
carefully crafted every word to be both precise and memorable. The result is a 
document that is both theologically robust and pedagogically effective.

The Shorter Catechism is structured in a logical and pastoral way. It begins 
with man’s chief end—“Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and to enjoy him 
forever”—and proceeds to unfold what we are to believe concerning God and 
what duty God requires of man. It covers doctrines such as the doctrine of 
Scripture, the nature of God, the decrees of God, creation, providence, the fall, 
redemption in Christ, and the elements of salvation. It then turns to the moral 
law, expounding the Ten Commandments, before addressing the means of 
grace: the Word, sacraments, and prayer.
Adoption and Influence

The Westminster Shorter Catechism was formally adopted by the Church 
of Scotland in 1648 and became a central teaching tool in Scottish 
Presbyterianism. Although the political situation in England shifted 
dramatically with the restoration of the monarchy in 1660, limiting the 
catechism’s official use in England, it continued to flourish in Scotland and 
later in Presbyterian churches around the world.

In America, the Shorter Catechism became a standard for Presbyterian 
churches and was (and remains) widely used in both the church and home. 
For centuries, children were expected to memorize its questions and answers, 
embedding deep theological truths in their hearts and minds. Its influence 
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This is your boarding call for an unforgettable adventure 
around the world! So register below and prepare for takeoff 
as we travel to countries great and small while learning to 
share the good news of the gospel.

FLIGHT DATES: July 6 – 10
DEPARTURE / ARRIVAL TIME: 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

All travelers who have completed K4 through 6th grade are 
invited aboard for this exciting first-class adventure around 
the world! If you have any questions or want to assist our 
covenant children, please contact Caroline Mobley.

Attention 
Passengers!

VBS 2026 
Child Registration

VBS 2026 
Volunteer Registration

Vacation Bible School 2026!
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continued from page 8

extends far beyond Presbyterian circles. Many Reformed and evangelical 
churches from various denominations have drawn from its language and 
structure in their teaching ministries.
Enduring Value

What explains the enduring power of the Westminster Shorter Catechism?
Its God-centeredness

It begins with God’s revelation and keeps Him at the center throughout. 
This reflects the Reformed conviction that theology is ultimately about God 
and His purposes.

Its biblical fidelity
The catechism is saturated with Scripture. Though the Scripture proofs were 
added later, they demonstrate that every doctrine is rooted in the Word of 
God.

Its clarity, brevity, and memorability
The concise, carefully worded answers make it ideal for instruction and 
retention. Phrases such as “justification is an act of God’s free grace” or 
“sanctification is the work of God’s free grace” have shaped the theological 
vocabulary of countless believers.

Its pastoral usefulness
The catechism is not merely an academic exercise; it is a tool for discipleship. 
It teaches believers how to think rightly about God, themselves, and the 
Christian life.

Conclusion
The Westminster Shorter Catechism emerged from a unique moment in 

history—a time of crisis, reform, and an earnest desire for doctrinal clarity. Yet 
its value has far outlasted the circumstances of its origin. Born out of the 
labors of faithful pastors and theologians, shaped by Scripture, and refined for 
the instruction of God’s people, it remains one of the most effective 
summaries of the Christian faith ever produced. In an age often marked by 
theological confusion and shallow teaching, the Shorter Catechism stands as a 
reminder that clear, concise, and biblical instruction is not only possible, but 
essential. u

Dr. Brian H. Cosby is senior minister of Wayside Presbyterian  
Church in Signal Mountain, Tenn., and adjunct professor of  
historical theology at Reformed Theological Seminary in Atlanta.
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Charity and Its Fruits  Teaching Schedule
   1. Charity, or Love, the Sum of all Virtue May 27 Larson

  2. �Charity More Excellent than the 
Extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit May 31 Zimmerman

  3. �The Greatest Performances or 
Sufferings in Vain Without Charity June 7 Giusti

  4. �Charity Disposes Us Meekly to Bear 
Injuries Received from Others June 14 Weaver

  5. Charity Disposes Us to Do Good
  6. �Charity Inconsistent with an 

Envious Spirit
June 21 Early

   7. �The Spirit of Charity Is an Humble Spirit June 28 Bianchi

  8. �The Spirit of Charity the Opposite of 
a Selfish Spirit July 5 Watkins

  9. �The Spirit of Charity the Opposite of 
an Angry or Wrathful Spirit

10. �The Spirit of Charity the Opposite of 
a Censorious Spirit

July 12 Weiland

 11. �All True Grace in the Heart Tends to 
Holy Practice in the Life July 19 Haws

 12. �Charity, or a Christian Spirit, 
Willing to Undergo all Sufferings in 
the Way of Duty

 13. �All the Graces of Christianity 
Connected

July 26 Uhall

 14. �Charity, or True Grace, not to be 
Overthrown by Opposition August 2 Lyon

 15. �The Holy Spirit Forever to be 
Communicated to the Saints in the 
Grace of Charity, or Divine Love

August 9 Branigin

16. �Heaven, a World of Charity or Love August 16 Master

Adult Summer Sunday School
Books are available for $10 at the Church Bookstore.

Wednesday

Sundays 4


