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INTRODUCTION

Corporate worship is the chief means of Christian discipleship

(WSC Q.89). By “worship,” the Westminster divines included the
reading, preaching, and singing of Scriptural truth, together with the
tellowship of the saints. Corporate worship on the Lord’s Day is the
climax of the Christian life; that is until our Lord Jesus returns in
triumph upon the clouds. Until that great day, corporate worship is the
day each week when we get nearest to heaven while on earth. Worship
on Sundays gets us ready for worship in eternity.

WHAT WE WORSHIP FORMS US

Even if one disagrees with the high priority I've placed upon corporate
worship, at the very least we should all agree that worship is
“formation.” Worship, if it does anything at all, forms us more and
more into the image of the One whom we worship (2 Cor. 3:18).

King David’s words concerning the worship of idols equally apply to
the worship of the one true God, “Those who make them become like
them; so do all who trust in them” (Ps. 115:8). If we exchange “the
glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and
birds and animals and creeping things” we will die (Rom. 1:23).
Worshipping that which is mortal begets mortality, and that forever.
But the good news is that if we worship the immortal, invisible, and
only wise God, we know “that when he appears we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). The rule of worship is
that we become like what we worship.!

HOW WE WORSHIP FORMS US

'The object of worship, however, is not the only thing that forms us.
How we worship matters. And if we reason backwards from the
spiritual complacency and passivity that characterizes many in the
American evangelical church (e.g. to riff on JFK a moment, a “What
can my church do for me?” attitude and not a “What can I do for my
church?” attitude), I am inclined to say that passive worship is partially,
if not largely, responsible for this decline in spiritual vitality. However,
this isn’t a problem limited to the broader evangelical world. It’s a
problem in our Presbyterian and Reformed corner of the world as well.

continued on page 8



Ministry of the Week
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They testify to the richness
and colour of evangelical
thought and language that
animated vital piety in an
important stream of English

religious life. ~Arthur Bennett
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O Son of God and
Son of Man,

'Thou wast incarnate, didst suffer, rise, ascend for my sake;
'Thy departure was not a token of separation
but a pledge of return;
'Thy Word, promises, sacraments, show thy death
until thou come again.
'That day is no horror to me, for thy death has redeemed me,
thy Spirit fills me,
thy love animates me,
thy Word governs me.
Every event and circumstance of my life will be dealt with—
the sins of my youth, my secret sins,
the sins of abusing thee, of disobeying thy Word,
the sins of neglecting ministers’ admonitions,
the sins of violating my conscience—
all will be judged;
And after judgment, peace and rest, life and service,
employment and enjoyment, for thine elect.
O God, keep me in this faith,
and ever looking for Christ’s return.
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MEMBERSHIP

CLASS

DATE: Sundays, beginning February 8
TIME:  10:00 A.M.
PLACE: Room C-209

Solas Interviews with

ﬂ Doctrines of Grace %) the Session

% Law and Gospel = March 29, April 12

3 Covenant Theology g

O Reformed Worship New Member Sunday
Membership Vows and Luncheon
History April 19

Finding Your Place

TEACHERS

Richard Phillips

Brendon Branigin
REG'STER Melton Duncan

spcgreenville.o
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Duncan Therrell, Kennedy Turner,

Andrea Martindale, Rory Moss, Brie Waldschmidt
Jill Mann
Alan Farley, Joe Little, Mark Strickland

Josh Cancino, David Farr, Steve Moore,
Charlotte Thompson

David Burman, Andrew McGaughran, Katie Preston

Kevin Phillips



MORNING SERMON

. Dr. Richard D. Phillips
Tue SeiriT oF CHRrisT’s GLORY
John 16:12-15

EVENING SERMON
Dr. Richard D. Phillips
PerrEcT, SURE, RiGHT, AND TRUE
Sunday, February 1 Psalm 19:7-11

8:30 A.M. MORNING WORSHIP
9:55 A.Mm. Children’s Chapel (Sanctuary)
10:00 A.Mm. Children/Youth/Adult Sunday School
11:00 A.Mm. MORNING WORSHIP
5:00 p.m. Finance Committee (Conference Room)
5:30 p.Mm. Season of Prayer (Chapel)
6:00 p.M. EVENING WORSHIP

Monday, February 2
6:30 A.M. Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
9:30 A.M. Rafiki Bible Study (Conference Room)
6:00 p.M. Diaconate Meeting (Conference Room)

Wednesday, February 4

5:00 p.m. Pastoral Care Committee (Office Work Room)

5:15 p.m. WIC Council (Conference Room)

5:30 .M. FAMILY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER (Gym)

6:15 p.Mm. Hope Choir (K4-K5); Covenant Choir (Grades 1-6);
Youth Choir (Grades 7-12)

6:45 p.m. Missions Moment (Gym)

7:00 p.M. CAT Kids (Ages 3—Grade 4); Covenant Kids (Grades 5-8)

7:00 p.M.  Jr. & Sr. High Bible Studies

7:00 p.M. Adult Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (Gym)

7:30 .M. Chancel Choir

Thursday, February 5
6:30 p.M. LightBringers (Fellowship Hall)

Friday, February 6
9:15 A.m. Raising Up Mothers (Fellowship Hall)
12:00 M.  Men’s Luncheon and Bible Study (Gym)
1:30 p.Mm. Mission to Main (Conference Room)

Saturday, February 7
9:00 A.M. Calvary Presbytery (Greenwood)
7:00 p.m. English Country Dancing (Gym)

7



%W%W spcgreenville.org/calendar

February 7 Calvary Presbytery (Greenwood)

February 8 Membership Class Begins

February 15 Communion in the Evening Service

February 18 Missions Conference Begins
continued from page 2

CHARACTERISTICS OF "PASSIVE WORSHIP
But where is this the case? What are some indicators that a church’s
worship is forming, or could form passive Christians?

For starters, it looks like a church where the vast majority of its people
simply mouth the words or, even worse, don't sing at all when the time
comes. Singing is delegated instead to the guild of gifted musicians
who lead worship from the front.

While I'm not saying that four-piece bands or church choirs
necessarily violate the regulative principle of worship, I am saying that
they certainly can. Anything (including exquisite music) that hinders
hearty congregational singing—which is one of the greatest
rediscoveries of the Protestant Reformation—should force us to stop
and consider whether our musical accompanists have moved beyond
assisting to replacing the collective voice of the people.

I have seen this play out firsthand; I expect we all have. It doesn't take
much for worship to develop into a spectator sport when those in the
pew who can’t read music (like me), can’t carry a tune in a bucket (also
me), and who haven't played an instrument since the recorder in fifth
grade (hey, me again), end up becoming passive and disinterested
observers of those who can “really” worship.

As soon as thoughts like, “I can't sing like him (or her). Nothing is
really gained or lost if I don't sing along. I'll just listen to them, they’re
the worship leader,” enter into people’s minds, the worship service has
been reduced to a worship experience, and a passive one.

g continued on page 11



Ladies Prayer Breakfast

Due to inclement weather, the WIC Prayer Breakfast has been
rescheduled to Saturday, January 31, from 10:00 A.M.—noon in the
Fellowship Hall. Join with other SPC ladies to enjoy a catered

breakfast, fellowship time, and united prayer and praise.

Ask the Pastor

Church members may submit questions about the Christian faith or
life at askthepastor@spcgreenville.org. Pastor Phillips will go over
answers during the Wednesday night teaching times on February 4
and February 11.

Lightbringers

LightBringers is a discipleship ministry, modeled after Titus 2, for
the young ladies of Second Presbyterian Church. All girls in grades 5
through 8 as well as their mothers are welcome. The first meeting in
2026 will be on Thursday, February 5, at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship

Hall. Please contact Rose Branigin with any questions.

Communicants Class

Second Presbyterian Church will be offering a communicants class for
children who are ready to become communing members of SPC upon
their own profession of faith in the Lord Jesus. The class is six weeks long
and will focus on questions such as who is Jesus, what is a Christian, and
what does it mean to be a communing church member. There is no age
requirement but the standard age for this class is late elementary school
through middle school. An informational meeting for all interested will
be held on Sunday, February 8, at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The
first of six classes will begin the following Sunday, February 15. All
classes will meet on Sundays at 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall and will
be taught by Kevin Mobley and Pastor Jeffrey Early.



Missions Conference Ladies Tea

On Saturday afternoon, February 21, plan to meet in the Fellowship
Hall at 2:00 p.Mm. for an Missions Conference Afternoon Tea! Mrs. Lisa
Ryken will be our special speaker. Please bring an appetizer or dessert
to share. Register here by February 19:
spcgreenville.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/226

Baby Shower

All ladies are invited to a baby shower for Connor and Ashley
O’Shields on Saturday, March 7 at 10:00 a.Mm. in the Fellowship Hall.
Ashley is due on March 25 and is expecting a boy! Ashley is registered
here: https://my.babylist.com/ashley-o-shields.

Adoption Information Meeting

Lifeline Children’s Services is hosting an informational meeting on
Wednesday, February 4, at 6:30 .M. at First Presbyterian Church,
Greenville. Childcare is available if you register by February 3.
https://lifelinechild.org/upcoming-event/adoption-information-meeting-south-carolina/

continued from page 8

To be sure, I don’t think churches intentionally aim to make their
worship passive. I have no delusions of worship leaders and members
of the pastoral staff meeting in the church’s dimly lit basement—Tlike
World War II generals strategizing how to storm the beaches of
Normandy—plotting how to keep their people from worshipping. By
no means! Nevertheless, no amount of sincerity, good intentions, or
musical excellence excuses churches from the responsibility of ensuring
that worship activates the whole congregation, not just a select and

skillful few. &

'For an understanding of this biblical theme, see G.K. Beale’s
book We Become What We Worship.

Stephen Spinnenweber (M.Div., Greenville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary) is Senior Pastor of Westminster
Presbyterian Church (PCA) in Jacksonville, FL. He is married
to Sarah, and they have four children.

This article will be continued in the next edition of 7he West End Herald.
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(One Day Only)

Please Saturday, March 14, 2026
sign up 11:00 AM.~8:00 p.1.
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for

these

ladies'’
events!

adies Bible Teacher,
Podcast Host,
Occasional Blog Author,
Ladies Conference Speaker

For God gave us a spirit not of fear
but of power and love and self-control.
2Timothy 1:7
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Join the ladies from SPC at our annual Spring Retreat!

Women of all ages (high school+)
will enjoy a day of Bible teaching,
hymns, prayer, games, fellowship,
and more.

REGISTRATION
Opens late January
EARLY BIRD RATE: $50
(through Feb. 15)

LATE REGISTRATION: $60
(Feb.16-Mar. 3)
Registration closes March 3.

Lunch & Dinner are included.
Scholarships may be available.

For more information and
to register:
spcgreenville.org/WIC-Retreat

Contact Gerilyn McGaughran with
any questions.

erence
date:

Saturday, February 21

time:

2:00-4:00 p.m.

speaker:
Lisa Ryken

bring:

Appetizer/Dessert to share

register:

spegreenville.tpsdb.com/OnlineReg/226

Stgn up by Sebraary 17/




