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Viewing the virgin birth as part of God’s initiative in salvation reminds us 
to cast it in a long line of supernatural births. Reflecting upon the phrase of 
the “seed of the woman” from Genesis 3:15, we see that barrenness and other 
obstacles constantly threatened the progression of the seed and that God 
often intervened supernaturally to ensure the seed’s survival. (Sarah’s 
conception of Isaac and Rebecca’s conception of Jacob and Esau come 
immediately to mind.) Jesus’s virgin birth thus represents the final and most 
supernatural birth in the succession of births in fulfillment of God’s promise 
immediately following the fall in the book of Genesis.

Joseph’s obedience to the angel was essential for Joseph to count as Jesus’s 
legal father and to establish Davidic descent through Joseph, even though he 
had no biological connection to Jesus. Culturally, Joseph’s naming of the child 
confirmed his acceptance of Jesus as his own.

Matthew omits some of the details that Luke includes in his account, but 
in contrast, not contradiction, to Luke, he uses Joseph’s perspective to 
highlight selectively two points about the identity and purpose of Jesus. Jesus 
was Immanuel, God with us, and he came to save his people from their sins. 
What is more, because Jesus came not only to save believing Jews, this means 
that he came also to save those of us from our sins who are non-Jews! It is 
worth reflecting on the freedom and peace that come from the reality of 
having one’s sins forgiven. The celebration of Jesus’s birth is a celebration of 
the completion of the purpose of his life. He came to save his people from 
their sins! u

Psalm 32:1–2
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Please remember these teams in prayer and these important ministries  
in our community. u

Each Lord’s Day for around a year, Rev. 
Brendon Branigin, a missions fellow, and 
Chase Haws have taken turns doing a 
chapel service at TerraBella Summit, a Greenville-based retirement 
community. The service is simple. It includes a call to worship, prayer, 
a scripture reading, and even a sermon. In God’s kind providence, 
those involved in this ministry have declared the gospel of Christ to 
the residents and have come to know some of them better. Please pray 
that God would use the services to save the lost, to sanctify the found, 
and to encourage the downcast for His glory.

A team consisting of Giulian Giusti, Dave and 
Barbara Leeman, Don and Peggy Nickson, and 
Dave Weiland serve on a rotating basis every 
other week where the Gospel is proclaimed 
through song and the Word. Although our 
sessions are generally limited to 30 minutes, we have come to 
know, and to love, so many personally, and grieve when they are 
no longer with us! It is such a joy, but also a heavy burden to know 
that for some, our message may be the last that they hear this side 
of heaven. Please pray for the SPC ministry to Brookstone Terrace 
as we share the greatest of news with our family there!

TerraBella Summit, Summit Drive, Greenville

Brookstone Terrace of Chanticleer, Berkmans Lane, Greenville
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A Collection of Puritan Prayers & Devotions

The prayers in this book 
are drawn from the largely 
forgotten deposit of 
Puritan spiritual exercises, 
meditations, and aspirations. 
They testify to the richness 
and colour of evangelical 
thought and language that 
animated vital piety in an 
important stream of English 
religious life.   ~Arthur Bennett

The prayers in this book 
are drawn from the largely 
forgotten deposit of 
Puritan spiritual exercises, 
meditations, and aspirations. 
They testify to the richness 
and colour of evangelical 
thought and language that 
animated vital piety in an 
important stream of English 
religious life.   ~Arthur Bennett
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My Father,
In a world of created changeable things,
Christ and his Word alone remain unshaken.
O to forsake all creatures,

to rest as a stone on him the foundation,
to abide in him, be borne up by him!

For all my mercies come through Christ,
who has designed, purchased, promised, effected them.

How sweet it is to be near him, the Lamb,
filled with holy affections!

When I sin against thee I cross thy will, love, life,
and have no comforter, no creature, to go to.

My sin is not so much this or that particular evil, 
but my continual separation, disunion, distance from thee,
and having a loose spirit towards thee.

But thou hast given me a present, Jesus thy Son,
as Mediator between thyself and my soul,
as middle-man who in a pit
holds both him below and him above,
for only he can span the chasm breached by sin,
and satisfy divine justice.
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River &Rhett

at the corner of

Ladies, mark your calendars for 
Saturday, January 24!
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JANUARYJANUARYHappy Birthday!

11	 Jim Bishop, Mary Nelson

12	 Stella Kooyman

13	 Bill Watkins

14	 Bob Anderson, Connor O’Shields

15	� Gwyn DuBose-Schmitt,  
Margaret Pomerlyan

16	 Colin Leang, Esther Thompson

17	 Joffre Swait
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MORNING SERMON
Dr. Richard D. Phillips

By Faith, not by Sight 
2 Corinthians 5:6–10

EVENING SERMON
Rev. Jeffrey M. Early

The First Disciples
John 1:35–42

This Week
Sunday, January 11
	 8:30 a.m.	 MORNING WORSHIP
	 9:55 a.m.	 Children’s Chapel (Sanctuary)
	 10:00 a.m.	� Sunday School
	 11:00 a.m.	 MORNING WORSHIP
	 5:00 p.m.	 Finance Committee (Conference Room)
	 5:30 p.m.	 Season of Prayer (Chapel)
	 6:00 p.m.	 EVENING WORSHIP
	 7:30 p.m.	 Worship and Music Committee (Conference Room)
Monday, January 12
	 6:30 a.m.	 Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
	 9:30 p.m.	 Rafiki Bible Study (Conference Room)
	 7:00 p.m.	 Joint Diaconate and Session Meeting (Chapel)
Tuesday, January 13
	 10:00 a.m.	 WIC Circle 3 (Fellowship Hall)
	 1:30 p.m.	 WIC Circle 5 (Fellowship Hall)
	 7:00 p.m.	 WIC Circle 2 (T. Looper Home)
	 7:00 p.m.	 WIC Circle 4 (L. Martin Home)
	 7:00 p.m.	 WIC Circle 6 (T. King Home)
Wednesday, January 14
	 5:30 p.m.	 Missions Committee (Conference Room)
	 5:30 p.m.	 FAMILY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER (Gym)
	 6:15 p.m.	 Hope Choir (K4–K5); Covenant Choir (Grades 1–6);
		  Youth Choir (Grades 7–12)
	 6:45 p.m.	 WIC Circle 1 (Conference Room)
	 6:45 p.m.	 Missions Moment (Gym)
	 7:00 p.m.	 CAT Kids (Ages 3–Grade 4); Covenant Kids (Grades 5–8)
	 7:00 p.m.	 Jr. & Sr. High Bible Studies
	 7:00 p.m.	 Adult Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (Gym)
	 7:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir
Thursday, January 15
	 9:30 p.m.	 Precepts Bible Study (Conference Room)
Friday, January 16
	 12:00 p.m.	 Men’s Luncheon and Bible Study (Gym)
	 1:30 p.m.	 Mission to Main (Conference Room)
	 7:00 p.m.	 English Country Dancing (Gym)

SaturdayJanuary 17Men of the CovenantChili Cookoff4:00–8:00 p.m.



Upcoming Events  spcgreenville.org/calendar

January 11	 Baptism Sunday 
January 12	 Joint Diaconate and Session Meeting
January 18	 Communion in the Morning Services
January 18	 Congregational Meeting during Sunday School
January 24	 Calvary Presbytery (Greenwood Presbyterian Church)
February 8	 Membership Class Begins
February 18	 Missions Conference Begins
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Preparation for the Lord’s Supper on January 18:

How hath Christ appointed bread and wine to 
be given and received in the sacrament of the 
Lord’s supper?

Christ hath appointed the ministers of his word, in the 
administration of this sacrament of the Lord’s supper, to set apart 
the bread and wine from common use, by the word of institution, 
thanksgiving, and prayer; to take and break the bread, and to give 
both the bread and the wine to the communicants: who are, by 
the same appointment, to take and eat the bread, and to drink the 
wine, in thankful remembrance that the body of Christ was broken 
and given, and his blood shed, for them.
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Announcements
January Update
During the Sunday School hour on January 18, Jr. High and above 
will meet in the Gymnasium for an update on A Time to Build.

WIC Tuesday Bible Study
After consideration, this study will not be resuming in 2026.

Membership Class
The spring class begins on February 8. Sign up at spcgreenville.org.

Though the kingdom of Christ is in such a condition 
that it appears as if it were about to perish at every 
moment, yet God not only protects and defends it, 
but also extends its boundaries far and wide, and 
then preserves and carries it forward in uninterrupted 
progression to eternity. We ought firmly to believe 
this, that the frequency of those shocks by which the 
Church is shaken may not weaken our faith, when we 
learn that, amidst the mad outcry and violent attacks 
of enemies, the kingdom of Christ stands firm through 
the invincible power of God, so that, though the whole 
world should oppose and resist, it will remain through all 
ages. We must not judge of its stability from the present 
appearances of things, but from the promise, which 
assures us of its continuance and of its constant increase.

Calvin, J., & Pringle, W. (2010). Commentary on the Book of the 
Prophet Isaiah (Vol. 1, pp. 313–314). Logos Bible Software.
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We thank the Lord for the safe arrival of these  
new covenant children:
Clara Marie Siemen, (Remington & Irene Siemen) December 18

Helen Isobel Branigin, (Brendon & Rose Branigin) December 20

Charles Iain Oliver, (Graham & Rose Oliver) December 31

COOK
OFF

Chili
MEN OF THE COVENANT (ages 14+)
Saturday, January 17 from 4:00–8:00 p.m.
Second Presbyterian Church
NFL Playoff Game on the big screen!

Bring your best knockout chili to share AND/OR bring a side 
or dessert to complement the meal. Drinks provided.

PLEASE 
SIGNUP!

spcgreenville.
org
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Running is not everything, there is much in the way which we 
select: a swift foot over hill and down dale will not keep pace with 
a slower traveller upon level ground.

How is it with my spiritual journey, am I labouring up the hill of 
my own works and down into the ravines of my own humiliations 
and resolutions, or do I run by the plain way of “Believe and live”? 
How blessed is it to wait upon the Lord by faith!

The soul runs without weariness, and walks without fainting, in 
the way of believing. Christ Jesus is the way of life, and he is a 
plain way, a pleasant way, a way suitable for the tottering feet and 
feeble knees of trembling sinners: am I found in this way, or am 
I hunting after another track such as priestcraft or metaphysics 
may promise me?

I read of the way of holiness, that the wayfaring man, though 
a fool, shall not err therein: have I been delivered from proud 
reason and been brought as a little child to rest in Jesus’ love and 
blood? If so, by God’s grace I shall outrun the strongest runner 
who chooses any other path.

This truth I may remember to my profit in my daily cares and 
needs. It will be my wisest course to go at once to my God, and not 
to wander in a roundabout manner to this friend and that.

He knows my wants and can relieve them, to whom should I 
repair but to himself by the direct appeal of prayer, and the plain 
argument of the promise. “Straightforward makes the best runner.” 
I will not parlay with the servants, but hasten to their master.

In reading this passage, it strikes me that if men vie with each 
other in common matters, and one outruns the other, I ought to be 
in solemn earnestness so to run that I may obtain. Lord, help me 
to gird up the loins of my mind, and may I press forward towards 
the mark for the prize of my high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

Charles Spurgeon

“Come what may,” he said, “I will run.” So he said to him, “Run.” 
Then Ahimaaz ran by the way of the plain, and outran the Cushite.

2 Samuel 18:23


