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Two men have been approved by the Session to stand for the office of 
Deacon. The election will be held by private ballot during the called 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 7, during the Sunday 
School hour. Each member may vote for two (2), one, or none of the 
candidates. Blank ballots will not be counted.

The top vote-getters of all votes cast excluding blanks and 
abstentions will be elected (provided they receive a majority). To be 
elected, a candidate must receive at least 60% of the eligible ballots cast.

Short biographies of the two men are shared below. u

Brice Pratt was born and raised in Greenville, 
South Carolina where he attended and graduated 
from Bob Jones with a Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration. His parents, Keith and 
Millie Pratt, had him baptized as an infant and 
he grew up as a member of Second Presbyterian 

Church. He was saved at a young age and has had steady growth. Recently, 
he has enjoyed reading and studying theology and doctrinal books. He 
is currently working for BMW and grateful for the ways God continues to 
shape his life through workplace, his church community, and ongoing 
study of God’s Word.

Tim is a second generation Chinese American born 
to immigrant parents from Taiwan who came to the 
states to attend graduate school in the 70s. He was 
born in 1987 in Detroit, Michigan but raised through 
adolescence in Naperville—a southwest suburb 
of Chicago. In his early years, Tim was exposed to 

very basic Christian concepts through his parents, but was not raised as a 
covenant child. 

Timothy Shiou

Brice Pratt
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It wasn’t until the summer before his freshman year in high school that 
Tim came to faith in Christ. Struggling with acceptance and identity, God 
exposed Tim to Christian love during a church retreat to cause his heart to 
soften towards Jesus. He was baptised a few years later as a sophomore in 
high school, becoming the first true believer in his family. 

Although Tim is, today, firmly convicted in the reformed tradition, it 
was not until college at the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign that 
his knowledge and understanding of theology and the Christian religion 
began to formulate. Challenged by competing worldviews, Tim realized 
his understanding of God and the Scriptures was dangerously anemic, and 
began pouring into the Scriptures to learn more about the God he believed 
in. It was in this season that God used the writings of John Owen and the 
preaching of John Piper to show Tim the glories of reformed theology.

Yet, it wasn’t until after college that Tim grew in his love for the church. 
Shortly after graduating college, Tim’s mother passed into glory as a 
born-again believer after a long four year battle with cancer. Freshly out 
of college and faced with intense grief of loss, God used this season to 
expand Tim’s shallow understanding of reformed theology into a love and 
appreciation for the deep waters of reformed tradition. In the year 2018, 
almost a decade after graduating college, Tim met and married his wife, 
Megan, at a PCA church in Cincinnati while working as a manufacturing 
engineer at GE Aerospace.

Today, Tim is still working at GE Aerospace as a Product Manager for 
Data Analytics. Tim and Megan have three precious covenant children – 
Gabriella, Susanna and Nathaniel. 

DEACONS likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted 
to much wine, not greedy for dishonest gain. They must hold the mystery 
of the faith with a clear conscience. And let them also be tested first; then 
let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves blameless. Their wives 
likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful in 
all things. Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their 
children and their own households well. For those who serve well as 
deacons gain a good standing for themselves and also great confidence  
in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.  1 Timothy 3:8–13
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Here and There
at Second Presbyterian Church

Jr. High Youth at
Gamble Home

SPC basketball

College Racquetball
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River &Rhett

at the corner of

Men of the Covenant
November Gatherings
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November 30	� Jack Gamble Jr., Jacob Mobley, 
Kathryn Reed

December 1	 Bonnie Church

December 2	 Dena Rapp

December 3	 Charlotte Burdette

December 4	 Emma Uhall

December 5	� Bill Chapman, John Gray,  
Rebecca Kugler, Megan Thompson, 
Miriam Thompson, Ramona White

December 6	 Tony Stephens
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MORNING SERMON
Dr. Richard D. Phillips

Treasure in Jars of Clay 
2 Corinthians 4:7–12

EVENING SERMON
Dr. Richard D. Phillips

Give Thanks to the Lord
Psalm 107

This Week
Sunday, November 30
	 8:30 a.m.	 MORNING WORSHIP
	 9:55 a.m.	 Children’s Chapel (Sanctuary)
	 10:00 a.m.	 Children/Youth/Adult �Sunday School
	 11:00 a.m.	 MORNING WORSHIP
	 5:00 p.m.	 Finance Committee (Conference Room)
	 5:30 p.m.	 Season of Prayer (Chapel)
	 6:00 p.m.	 EVENING WORSHIP
	 7:30 p.m.	 Congregational Meeting / Budget Information (Sanctuary)

Monday, December 1
	 6:30 a.m.	 Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
	 6:00 p.m.	 Diaconate Meeting (Conference Room)

Wednesday, December 3
	 5:00 p.m.	 Pastoral Care Committee (Office Work Room)
	 5:15 p.m.	 WIC Council (Conference Room)
	 5:30 p.m.	 FAMILY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER (Gym)
	 6:15 p.m.	 Hope Choir (K4–K5); Covenant Choir (Grades 1–6);
		  Youth Choir (Grades 7–12)
	 6:45 p.m.	 Ministry Moment (Gym)
	 7:00 p.m.	 CAT Kids (Ages 3–Grade 4); Covenant Kids (Grades 5–8)
	 7:00 p.m.	 Jr. & Sr. High Bible Studies
	 7:00 p.m.	 Adult Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (Gym)
	 7:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir

Friday, December 5
	 9:15 a.m.	 Raising Up Mothers (Fellowship Hall)
	 12:00 p.m.	 Men’s Luncheon and Bible Study (Gym)
	 1:30 p.m.	 Mission to Main (Conference Room)
	 6:00 p.m.	 Friday Night Alive (Dr. Phillips’ Home)

Saturday, December 6
	 10:00 a.m.	 WIC Decorating Day (meet in Fellowship Hall)

Last Class 
this year



Upcoming Events  spcgreenville.org/calendar

November 30	 Congregational Meeting after Evening Service
December 6	 WIC Decorating Day
December 7	 Deacon Elections
December 7	 New Member Reception and Luncheon
December 14	 Choir Presentation, Messiah, Part 1
December 17	 Family Christmas Program
December 24	 Lessons and Carols
January 4	 Deacon Installation and Ordination/Reception
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Samuel  Rutherford

The great Master 
Gardener, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in a 
wonderful providence, with 
his own hand, planted me  
  here, where by his grace,  
     in this part of his  
     vineyard, I grow;  
     and here I will abide  
     till the great Master  
     of the vineyard think fit  
     to transplant me.
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Announcements
Christmas Shoeboxes
A big “thank you” to all who participated in filling shoeboxes for needy 
children. This year almost 40 boxes were turned in!

Friday Night Alive
College and 20s! Please join us for our final Friday Night Alive gathering 
this semester. December 5 will be our Christmas-themed gathering. Please 
arrive at 6:00 p.m. for dinner followed by Christmas Carol singing, a 
devotional lesson, and white elephant exchange. If you play a musical 
instrument, please bring your instrument to accompany our singing. Also, 
bring a white elephant gift under $10. Please contact Sharon Phillips with 
any questions, or if you need a ride.

Congregational Meetings
After the Evening Service on November 30, Ron Babington will review the 
proposed 2026 Budget for the congregation. On Sunday, December 7,  Jr. 
High young people up through adults will meet in the Sanctuary during the 
Sunday School hour to elect new deacons, receive and support the 2026 
Budget, and hear from Pastor Phillips.

WIC Decorating Day
All SPC women are invited to help decorate the church for Christmas. Meet 
in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, December 6. Light 
refreshments and warm apple cider will be available!

New Member Reception and Luncheon
The church family and visitors are cordially invited to a luncheon honoring 
our new members. (New members will be introduced to the congregation at 
the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.)

DATE:	 Sunday, December 7, 2025
TIME:	 Following the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
PLACE:	 Gymnasium
FOOD:	� Meat and drinks will be provided. Church members are asked to 

bring generous portions of sides and desserts.
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Handel’s Messiah, Part One
On Sunday evening, December 14, our Chancel Choir, assisted by a chamber 
orchestra, will present the Christmas portion of the beloved oratorio, 
Messiah, by George Frederick Handel. This enduring work is one of the 
most well know pieces of classical music in the English-speaking world, and 
was written in 1741 by the prolific German composer. The text is entirely 
from the Bible and re-tells the story of the Lord, Jesus Christ in poetry and 
music. Part One begins in the books of the prophets as Isaiah proclaims, 
“Comfort, ye my people,” and ends with the ministry of Jesus in which He 
preaches that His “yoke is easy and His burden light.” The music is expertly 
crafted while the texts powerfully and joyfully resound with the refrain that 
the newborn infant is indeed, “the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace!” 
This service presents an excellent opportunity to invite friends, family, and 
neighbors to come and hear the gospel proclaimed in word and song as we 
celebrate the birth of the Messiah, Christ Jesus, our Lord. A reception in the 
gym will follow. Ladies are asked to bring finger foods to share. May God 
be praised and glorified as we sing and make music for His glory!
Mr. Verlyn Smoker, Director of Music

ACTS Community Christmas Party
This Sunday School Community is invited to the Mobley home on Saturday, 
December 20, at 6:00 p.m. Please bring a sweet or savory finger food or side 
dish to share.

January Update
During the Sunday School hour on January 11,  
Jr. High and above will meet in the Gymnasium  
for an update on A Time to Build.
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Friday, 12/5
 5:00 p.m. Jr. High Christmas Party
 6:00 p.m. Friday Night Alive Christmas Party

Friday, 12/12
 5:00 p.m. Sr. High Christmas Party

Sunday, 12/14
 6:00 p.m. Messiah, Part 1 (Sanctuary)
 7:30 p.m. Reception (Gym)

Wednesday, 12/17
 5:30 p.m. Christmas Family Meal (Gym)
 6:30 p.m. Christmas Program (Gym)
 7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal

Tuesday, 12/23
  Church Offices Close at noon

Wednesday, 12/24
  Church Offices Closed / No Evening Meal
 5:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols Service (Sanctuary)

Thursday, 12/25–Thursday, 1/1/2026
  Church Offices Closed

Wednesday, December 31
  No Meal, Activities, or Services

Sunday, 12/28 and Sunday, 1/4/2026 (Regular Service Times)
 8:30 a.m. Worship Service
 10:00 a.m. Sunday School
 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
 5:30 p.m. Prayer Meeting (Chapel)

 6:00 p.m. Evening Service

2025HOLIDAYS Services Schedule


