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The Ramírez Family
Third Quarter 2025 Mission Report

But ye shall receive power, 
after that the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you: and ye 

shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judaea, 
and in Samaria, 

and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.

Acts 1:8
continued on page 2
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To our beloved praying and supporting partners & friends,
Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We pray the Lord is 

blessing you, your households, and your ministries in His church.
Thank you for your prayerful and faithful support of the ministry the Lord 

has entrusted to us here in Peru—both for Christ’s sake and on your behalf. 
Your generous giving advances His Kingdom and enables the planting of new 
churches as we focus our efforts in the regions of Piura and Cajamarca, Peru.

Church Planting Efforts
1.	 Quiritimayo Church Plant (Cajamarca)
	� A major development this quarter was our “large” participation in a week-

long theological conference in Lima in August, with Rev. Ludhero Binilha 
(Brazil) as the keynote speaker. Our church plant was able to send eleven 
representatives. The conference was a great encouragement and blessing to 
our young congregation, and much of our Presbyterian church leadership 
also attended.

2.	 Chulucanas Church Plant (Piura)
	� We praise the Lord for Rev. Roland Barnes and his help in raising funds to 

build the Pabur church. We are especially thankful for the generosity of 
Redeeming Grace PCA (Lake Wylie, NC), which provided most of the 
funds needed to complete the Pabur church building. Trinity PCA 
(Statesboro, GA), Vidalia PCA, and IPC Savannah also gave generously. 
May the Lord enlarge their fruitfulness and bless their generosity.

	� Funding for the John Calvin Presbyterian School ( JCPS) in Chulucanas is 
also beginning to come in. Some dear friends of Christian education from 
Jackson, MS are partnering with us. We encourage supporting churches 
that may have diaconal funds available to pray about this project and to 
give generously, so that a Christian school—much needed in a town where 
none yet exists—may soon serve as a beacon for the gospel in Chulucanas.

Reformed Biblical Seminary (RBS)
	� We now have six students enrolled in the Global M.A. offered by Puritan 

Reformed Theological Seminary (PRTS): Juan Maqruina, Julio Fernando 
Díaz, José Fernando Pando, William Vilca, José Wilmer Rodríguez, and 
Nilson Gormás. They are making good progress, and we pray they will be 
able to complete their coursework within the next three years, Lord willing.

	� In August, I taught a course on Methodology of Bible Study as part of our 
denomination’s officer-training program for the next generation. Fifty-
three participants joined via Zoom—not only men considering service as 
elders and deacons, but also many who desire to grow as Sunday School 
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Alonzo and Esther Ramirez are from Piura 
and Cajamarca, Peru respectively. They have 
two grown children. Alonzo has served with 
Peru Mission (www.perumission.org) since 
its beginning in 1999 and is one of the 
original founders of the mission. He is rector of the Seminario 
Biblico Reformado, oversees hinterland church planting, and leads 
university ministry in Cajamarca. Esther teaches religion classes in 
two public schools and children’s Sunday School in and around the 
city of Cajamarca.

Please join us in earnest prayer for the following:
Officer Training in Quiritimayo: For the training of our nominees 
for elders and deacons, with a view to particularizing the Quiritimayo 
church plant in 2026.

Provision for Strategic Needs: Funds to build the John Calvin 
Presbyterian School ( JCPS) next year.

Partial salary support for an evangelist to be placed in San Vicente de 
Paúl by the end of this year—Pastor Luis Mendoza Torres.

Broader Partnership: That more churches in the U.S. would 
partner with the projects in Peru.

Short-Term Teams: For short-term teams willing to come next 
summer to help build the John Calvin Presbyterian School. u
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The Floodlight MinistryThe Floodlight Ministry
The Holy Spirit’s distinctive new covenant role, then, is to fulfill what 
we may call a floodlight ministry in relation to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
So far as this role was concerned, the Spirit “was not yet” (John 7:39, 
literal Greek) while Jesus was on earth; only when the Father had 
glorified him (John 17:1, 5) could the Spirit’s work of making men 
aware of Jesus’s glory begin.

I remember walking to a church one winter evening to preach on the 
words “he shall glorify me,” seeing the building floodlit as I turned a 
corner, and realizing that this was exactly the illustration my message 
needed. When floodlighting is well done, the floodlights are so placed 
that you do not see them; you are not in fact supposed to see where 
the light is coming from; what you are meant to see is just the building 
on which the floodlights are trained. The intended effect is to make it 
visible when otherwise it would not be seen for the darkness, and to 
maximize its dignity by throwing all its details into relief so that you 
see it properly. This perfectly illustrates the Spirit’s new covenant role. 
He is, so to speak, the hidden floodlight shining on the Savior.

Or think of it this way. It is as if the Spirit stands behind us, throwing 
light over our shoulder, on Jesus, who stands facing us. The Spirit’s 
message to us is never, “Look at me; listen to me; come to me; get to 
know me,” but always, “Look at him, and see his glory; listen to him, 
and hear his word; go to him, and have life; get to know him, and taste 
his gift of joy and peace.” The Spirit, we might say, is the matchmaker, 
the celestial marriage broker, whose role it is to bring us and Christ 
together and ensure that we stay together. As the second Paraclete, 
the Spirit leads us constantly to the original Paraclete, who himself 
draws near, as we saw above, through the second Paraclete’s coming 
to us (John 14:18). Thus, by enabling us to discern the first Paraclete, 
and by moving us to stretch out our hands to him as he comes from 
his throne to meet us, the Holy Spirit glorifies Christ, according to 
Christ’s own word.

Packer, J. I. (2005). Keep in Step with the Spirit: Finding Fullness in Our Walk with God  
(Revised and Enlarged Edition, pp. 57–58). Baker Books.

Referenced at the Greenville Conference on Reformed Theology
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River &Rhett

at the corner of

Wednesday, October 29, 2025

Reformation Party
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Happy Birthday!
	 9	� Josiah Mobley, Hope Strevel

	10	� Seth Joiner

	 11	� Carolyn Fields

	12	 �Lauren Laughter, Ellie Phillips,  

Sarah Madison Roy

	 13	� Hudson Kinnear, Jeffrey Spell

	14	� Charlie Roy

	15	� José Barriga, Mark Panosian

Happy Birthday!
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MORNING SERMON
Dr. Richard D. Phillips

The Spirit of Freedom 
2 Corinthians 3:17

EVENING SERMON
Dr. Richard D. Phillips

The Church Community 
1 Thessalonians 2:17 – 3:5

This Week
Sunday, November 9
	 8:30 a.m.	 MORNING WORSHIP 
	 9:55 a.m.	 Children’s Chapel (Sanctuary)
	 10:00 a.m.	� Sunday School
	 11:00 a.m.	 MORNING WORSHIP 
	 5:30 p.m.	 Season of Prayer (Chapel)
	 6:00 p.m.	 EVENING WORSHIP
	 7:30 p.m.	 Worship & Music Committee (Conference Room)
	 7:30 p.m.	 Elder Reception (Gym)

Monday, November 10
	 6:30 a.m.	 Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)
	 9:30 a.m.	 Rafiki Bible Study (Conference Room)
	 6:30 p.m.	 Session Meeting (Conference Room)

Tuesday, November 11
	 10:00 a.m.	 WIC Circle 3 (Fellowship Hall)
	 1:30 p.m.	 WIC Circle 5 (Fellowship Hall)
	 7:00 p.m.	 WIC Circle 2 (T. Looper Home)
	 7:00 p.m.	 WIC Circle 4 (L. Martin Home)
	 7:00 p.m.	 WIC Circle 6 (T. King Home)

Wednesday, November 12
	 5:30 p.m.	 Missions Committee (Conference Room)
	 5:30 p.m.	 FAMILY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER (Gym)
	 6:15 p.m.	 Hope Choir (K4–K5); Covenant Choir (Grades 1–6);
		  Youth Choir (Grades 7–12)
	 6:45 p.m.	 Circle 1 (Conference Room)
	 6:45 p.m.	 Missions Moment (Gym)
	 7:00 p.m.	 CAT Kids (Ages 3–Grade 4); Covenant Kids (Grades 5–8)
	 7:00 p.m.	 Jr. & Sr. High Bible Studies
	 7:00 p.m.	 Adult Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (Gym)
	 7:30 p.m.	 Chancel Choir

Thursday, November 13
	 9:30 a.m.	 Precepts Bible Study (Conference Room)

Friday, November 14
	 9:15 a.m.	 Raising Up Mothers (Fellowship Hall)
	 12:00 p.m.	 Men’s Luncheon and Bible Study (Gym)
	 1:30 p.m.	 Mission to Main (Conference Room)



Upcoming Events  spcgreenville.org/calendar

November 9	 Baptism Sunday 
November 10	 Session Meeting
November 16	 Communion in Morning Services
November 26	 Thanksgiving Service
December 7	 Deacon Elections
December 7	 New Member Reception and Luncheon
December 14	 Choir Presentation, Messiah, Part 1
December 17	 Family Christmas Program
December 24	 Lessons and Carols
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PICNIC
Saturday, November 8

11:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

Jacob & Carrie Gamble Home
55 Meddabrook Drive, Greenville

Park on the left side of the driveway once you enter the field.

Candy Apple Bar

Tractor Rides

Games & Activities

Live Music

TO BRING: Side Dish or Dessert, Lawn Chairs, Blankets, Balls/Frisbees 

BBQ Meat provided!

FallFall
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Announcements
Fall Church Picnic
Mark your calendars for Saturday, November 8, from 11:00–3:00 p.m. for 
our annual picnic ( Jacob Gamble home). Meat and drinks will be provided. 
Please bring a side dish or dessert to share! 

New Elders Reception
After the Evening Service on Sunday night, November 9, the church family 
is invited to a reception in the Gym in honor of the newly elected elders. 
Ladies are asked to bring finger foods to share.

Operation Christmas Child
Thank you to all who have picked up a shoebox and are filling it with fun 
gifts! There is still time to pick up an empty shoebox. These are located in the 
Gym breezeway and on the counter outside the Church Library. Filled boxes 
can be placed in the Gym breezeway and are due by November 19.

New Member Reception and Luncheon
The church family and visitors are cordially invited to a luncheon honoring 
our new members. (New members will be introduced to the congregation at 
the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.)

DATE:	 Sunday, December 7, 2025
TIME:	 Following the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service
PLACE:	 Gymnasium
FOOD:	� Meat and drinks will be provided. Church members are asked to 

bring generous portions of sides and desserts.

Friday Night Alive
College and 20s! Please join us for our two final Friday Night Alive 
gatherings this semester. We will meet on November 21st at 6:00 p.m. for 
dinner followed by group games including Spoons, Guess Who?, and a 
Spicy Uno challenge with Dr Phillips. December 5th will be our Christmas-
themed gathering. Please arrive at 6:00 p.m. for dinner followed by 
Christmas Carol singing, a devotional lesson, and white elephant exchange. 
If you play a musical instrument, don’t be shy! Please bring your instrument 
to accompany our singing. Also, bring a white elephant gift under $10. 
Please contact Sharon Phillips with any questions, or if you need a ride.

new 
date!
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continued from page 2

teachers and youth leaders. We praise the Lord for this opportunity to 
serve the church through the seminary’s officer-training program.

Conferences and Teaching
1.	 Conference on Revelation (Piura Highlands)	�
	� I preached six sermons on the book of Revelation for a small Baptist 

congregation that loves Reformed teaching, located in the village of 
Las Mercedes (county of Pacaipapa), about 10,000 feet above sea level. 
After a 14-hour drive from Cajamarca, there is an additional one-hour 
uphill walk by a narrow trail. The brethren were kind and steadfast in 
the gospel of Christ. At the invitation of Pastor Sergio, I traveled with 
Pastor Segundo and three young people from the Chulucanas church. 
We showed how Christ strengthens His church to withstand Satan’s 
persecution because He has overcome evil, instilling hope in our hearts 
and a living desire for victory in and through Him. The church was 
much encouraged and grateful to the Lord for the message of 
Revelation.

2.	 Conference on Missions and Church Planting	�
	� Bogotá, Colombia: I was invited to give two lectures on the biblical 

foundations of missions and church planting for the Seminario 
Presbiteriano Hispano in Bogotá at the end of September, together 
with Dr. Adian Neele (President of PRTS). These conferences were 
well attended by brothers and sisters from OPC-planted churches in 
Colombia. The invitation came from Pastor Andrés Espinoza and the 
OPC generously sponsored part of the conference.

Translation of Reformed Literature
	� The notes for Volume 1 of The Life of John Knox by Thomas M’Crie—

an additional 113 pages beyond the 260-page main text—are now 
complete. Publication is planned through the publishing ministry  
of a Presbyterian church in Mérida, Mexico. This will conclude our 
translation work for the year. My eyes are needing a brief rest from 
this activity.

May the Lord bless you all richly,
Alonzo and Esther Ramírez
For more information and prayer requests, please refer to page 3  
of this newsletter. u
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Scenes from the Greenville Conference on Reformed Theology

October 31–November 2

Second Presbyterian Church
105 River Street, Greenville, SC

GREENVILLE CONFERENCE  
on Reformed Theology

The Glorious 
HOLY SPIRIT
October 31 – November 2, 2025October 31 – November 2, 2025


