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There are “many infallible proofs” given in Scripture
for the resurrection of Jesus Christ—yet many still do S Comer of River/Rhett
not believe. Why?

The resurrection of Jesus is central to Christianity.
Believing Jesus rose from the dead is essential for
salvation (Romans 10:9; 1 Corinthians 15:12-21). So,
does belief in this all-important miracle stem from blind [} | RS——_—G—G
taith, or do Christians have good reasons for believing
that the resurrection was a real event in history? 1.2 The Intercessor
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When we start from God’s Word, there is absolutely no legitimate way to
deny the angels’words to the women who came to the tomb on that glorious
morning: “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here but is
risen!” Luke 24:5-6

'The Bible repeatedly affirms the bodily resurrection of Jesus, even stating that
He demonstrated it “by many infallible proofs.” Acts 1:3

What are some of these infallible proofs? Are there any other good
arguments consistent with this belief?

INFALLIBLE PROOFS

In the “prologue” to the book of Acts, Luke told Theophilus that Jesus
“presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs, being
seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the
kingdom of God” (Acts 1:3). The Greek word translated as “infallible proofs” is
TEKUNPLOLG (ekmériois), a technical term from logic! that refers to that which
causes something “to be known in a convincing and decisive manner, proof”
(italics in original).?

So what are these infallible proofs of the resurrection? Before answering that
question, consider what it would take to convince you that someone was alive
again after dying. Of course, the best evidence would be an opportunity to
spend time with that person again—you could see him walk and talk, and you
could eat with him. That’s precisely what Luke is referring to here. After being
crucified, Jesus showed Himself alive by appearing to the disciples on several
occasions. He walked with them, talked with them, and ate with them.

Combining the data from various New Testament books, we know that Jesus
appeared to some of His followers on at least ten occasions before ascending
to heaven. Determining the order of the following appearances is beyond the
scope of this article, so I have listed them according to Dr. Elizabeth Mitchell’s
article, “The Sequence of Christ’s Post-Resurrection Appearances.”

 Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18)

* The other Mary, Salome, Joanna, and at least one other woman (Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1;
Luke 24:10)

o Peter (Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5)

* Cleopas and another disciple on road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35)

* The eleven disciples minus Thomas (Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-25)

* The eleven disciples (John 20:26-29)

* Seven disciples at the Sea of Tiberias (John 21:1-23)

* Disciples at a mountain in Galilee (Matthew 28:16-17)

e James (1 Corinthians 15:7)

* Disciples, possibly in Jerusalem before He led them to the Mt. of Olives, gave the Great
Commission, and ascended into heaven (Luke 24:49-53; Acts 1:3-11)
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continued from page 2

In most instances, Jesus did more than just appear before people. Christ’s
words in John 20:17 seem to imply that Mary Magdalene clung to Him,
indicating that He could be touched. The other women worshiped Him and
held Him by the feet (Matthew 28:9). He broke bread in front of Cleopas
and an unnamed follower (Luke 24:30). He showed His scars in His hands,
teet, and side and then ate fish and a honeycomb before the gathering of
disciples without Thomas (Luke 24:40-43; John 20:20). Later, with Thomas
present, Jesus invited Thomas to touch His hands and His side (John
20:26-27). At the Sea of Tiberias, He performed a miracle, allowing the
disciples to catch 153 large fish (John 20:6-11). He also cooked and ate
some food (John 20:9, 15). Paul claimed that Jesus had appeared to over
500 people at one time (1 Corinthians 15:6). This may be an additional
appearance, or it may be the same event as the one on the hillside in Galilee
(Matthew 28:16-17).

The report in 1 Corinthians 15 is probably the earliest extant writing about
the resurrection appearances, penned around AD 55. Paul claimed that he was
writing what he had received. What was the source of the message that Paul
preached? It could have been given to him directly by Jesus (Galatians 1:12),
although here he was probably referring to his meetings with Peter and James
in Jerusalem within five years of the crucifixion and resurrection (Galatians
1:18-19).° Paul wrote that he went to “see Peter” (v. 18). The word translated
as “see” is from the root l0TOpEW (historéo), which refers to inquiring for the
purpose of coming to know someone or something,* and from which we derive
our English word Aistory.® So Paul told the Galatians that he not only received
his message from Jesus, but also had it confirmed by Peter and James. Even
the critical scholars acknowledge that Paul received this teaching within a few
years of the death of Jesus.

continued on page 8

Missionary of the Week

Miracle Hill Ministries is South Carolina’s largest
and most comprehensive provider of homeless
services. They exist to serve people physically,
emotionally, and spiritually. They share the Good
News of Jesus with them as they move toward

independence, stability, and healthy relationships. &

3



Catechism

for

Young
Children

original Edition

Why do you need Christ as a king?

s

Because I am weak and helpless.

Jesus Christ rules over us, the world, and Satan,
and He defends us. He is in charge

of the whole universe, but He

way. Christ doesn’t make new
laws that we are to follow, like :
Old Testament kings did. The Bible “Z.C
tells us everything we need to know
about obeying Him and living in His kingdom.

When Christ comes back to earth, He will defeat Satan and all His
other enemies. Then Christ will set up a new kingdom. The world will

be perfect again, like it was when God first made it. There will be no
sin and no unhappiness. We will live with God and have a perfect

r elationship with Him. & from Kids’ Quest by Great Commission Publications
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at the corner of

Over 50 ladies gathered at Bonclarken Conference Center in Flat Rock,
North Carolina this past March 8 & 9 for the WIC Spring Retreat!
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o MORNING SERMON
Dr. Richard D. Phillips
Curist’s CaLL ToO DiscipLESHIP

Mark 8:34 - 9:1

EVENING SERMON
Rew. Brendon J. Branigin

TAKING THE STAND, PART Two
1 Kings 19:9-18
Sunday, March 17
8:30 M.  MORNING WORSHIP—75e Lord’s Supper
9:55 aA.m.  Children’s Chapel (Sanctuary)
10:00 A.m.  Sunday School
10:00 A.Mm.  Membership Class (Room C-209)
11:00 A.m.  MORNING WORSHIP—7ke Lord’s Supper
5:00 p.m. Communicants Class (Fellowship Hall)
5:00 p.m.  Missionary Prayer Band (Chapel)
5:30 p.Mm. Season of Prayer (Chapel)
6:00 .M.  EVENING WORSHIP

Monday, March 18
6:30 A.M.  Men’s Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)

Tuesday, March 19
10:00 ae.m.  WIC Bible Study (Fellowship Hall)

Wednesday, March 20

5:30 M. FAMILY NIGHT FELLOWSHIP SUPPER (Gym)

6:15 p.Mm. Hope Choir (K4-K5); Covenant Choir (Grades 1-6);
Youth Choir (Grades 7-12)

6:30 M. Administration Committee (Conference Room)

6:45 p.M.  Missions Moment (Gym)

7:00 p.Mm. CAT Kids (Ages 3—Grade 4); Covenant Kids (Grades 5-8)

7:00 p.m.  Jr. & Sr. High Bible Studies

7:00 p.M.  Adult Prayer Meeting & Bible Study (Gym)

7:30 p.Mm. Chancel Choir

Thursday, March 21
9:30 A.m.  Precepts Bible Study (Conference Room)

Friday, March 22
9:00 a.m.  Raising Up Mothers (Fellowship Hall)
12:00 pM.  Men’s Luncheon and Bible Study (Gym)
1:30 p.Mm. Mission to Main



%WWW spcgreenville.org/calendar

March 17 'The Lord’s Supper in the Morning Services
March 24 Choral Evening Service
March 26 Lightbringers
March 31 Easter Sunrise Service (at SPC parking lot)
April 7 New Member Reception and Luncheon
April 14 Baptism Sunday

continued from page 3

Some skeptics claim that the idea of the
resurrection was simply a legend that grew
for several decades before being written down. 1 Corinthians 15:1-9 smashes
this objection. Not only is five years much too short a time for such a legend
to develop, but Paul cites a bunch of eyewitnesses “most of whom [were] still
alive” (1 Corinthians 15:6, ESV). Essentially, he told the Corinthians, “Hey, if
you don’t believe me, then go ask one of these guys.”

So are the appearances truly “infallible proofs” of the resurrection? According
to Luke they were, and he wasn’t alone. Paul told the Greek philosophers who
gathered in the Areopagus in Athens that God had “furnished proof to all
men by raising [ Jesus] from the dead” (Acts 17:31). “Proof” is from the Greek
niloTwv (pistin) and refers to “a token offered as a guarantee of something
promised.” It is a “proof” or “pledge.”

Jesus said on multiple occasions that His death and resurrection would be
the one sign He would give to an unbelieving and wicked generation. When
asked by the Jews to perform a sign, He predicted His resurrection by saying,
“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” (John 2:19-22). Later,
some scribes and Pharisees asked Him for a sign, and Jesus replied, “An evil
and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it
except the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:39-40). He gave a similar
response to such a request in Matthew 16:1-4 as well.”

In one of His debates with the Pharisees, Jesus said, “It is also written in
your law that the testimony of two men is true” (John 8:17). This oft-repeated
concept refers back to Deuteronomy 19:15—“by the mouth of two or three

continued on page 9
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continued from page 8

witnesses the matter shall be established.” This same idea is at the heart of
the American judicial system. Witnesses appear in trials to help establish the
truth of the matter. Prior to the use of modern forensic experts and recording
devices, reliable eyewitnesses were essential. People believe in the historicity
of many past events because of eyewitness testimony without ever seeing
photographic evidence for those events.

Multiple reliable eyewitnesses testified that Jesus was alive after being dead
and buried. Some of these eyewitness accounts have been preserved for us in
the Bible, and because this is the inspired and inerrant Word of God, Scripture
is actually another infallible proof of Christ’s resurrection. Nevertheless, many
people still refuse to believe because of the hardness of their heart.

THE HEART OF UNBELIEF

Some may wonder how a proof could be called infallible when so many
people refuse to believe it. In the case of the risen Jesus, the problem was
not with the evidence. After all, He was standing in front of them and could
be touched and heard.8 Even today, the problem is not with the infallible
proof of Scripture, nor is there a problem with the evidence from history or
archaeology. The main problem is with humanity’s stubbornly rebellious heart.
Jesus also spoke to this issue when talking about the rich man and Lazarus
(Luke 16:19-31). The rich man in Hades pleaded with Abraham in glory to
send Lazarus back from the dead to warn the rich man’s brothers about the
torments that awaited them if they didn’t repent. He claimed that “if one goes
to them from the dead, they will repent” (v. 30). Abraham’s response alludes
to Christ’s resurrection and illustrates the stubbornness of the sinner’s heart:
“If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded
though one rise from the dead” (v. 31).

CONCLUSION

Christians can have the utmost confidence in the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus since God’s Word accurately tells us about these historical
events. These central truths of the Christian faith were also witnessed by
hundreds of people. Jesus was publicly executed on a Cross, buried in Joseph’s
tomb (Mark 15:42-47), and seen alive again by more than 500 people at the
same time. The post-resurrection appearances of Jesus are infallible proofs that
He conquered death and God’s Word the infallible proof of the event in our
world today. Our next article in the series will look at several other pieces of
evidence related to the resurrection, which will be followed by several articles
examining many of the alternative views developed by critics and skeptics to
explain away the resurrection.

continued on page 11



Share Your Faith Workshop

Youth and Adults are encouraged to attend this Evangelism Explosion
Workshop on Saturday, March 16, taught by Evangelist David Todd. Light
snacks will be provided as you learn practical ways to share the precious truths
of the Gospel with those around you. The workshop will be held in the
Fellowship Hall from 9:00 A.m.~12:30 p.m. Please contact Rev. Branigin
(bbranigin@spcgreenville.org) for more information or to sign up.

New Member Reception and Luncheon
'The church family and visitors are cordially invited to a luncheon honoring
our new members. (New members will be introduced to the congregation at

the 11:00 A.m. Worship Service.)

Date: Sunday, April 7,2024
Time: Following the 11:00 A.m. Worship Service
Place: Gymnasium
Food: Meat and drinks will be provided.
Church members are asked to bring

generous portions of sides and desserts. Fellowship & Food!

Easter Services g 5 H
SUNDAY, March 24 6:00 p.m. Choral Evening Service (Sanctuary)
WEDNESDAY, March 27 NO Meal, Activities, or Service
THURSDAY, March 28 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service (Sanctuary)
FRIDAY, March 29 11:45 am. Good Friday Luncheon (Gymnasium)
12:30 p.m. Good Friday Service (Sanctuary)
SUNDAY, March 31 7:00 Am. Sunrise Service (SPC parking lot)
8:00 a.m. Breakfast (Gymnasium)
9:00 am. Sunday School / NO Membership Class
10:00 a.m. ONE Morning Worship Service (Sanctuary)
6:00 p.m. Evening Worship Service (Sanctuary)
Book Table

Stop by the book table in the Gym next Wednesday night, March 20, and

browse through the free used resources.
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continued from page 9

By raising Jesus from the dead, God demonstrated His affirmation of
Christ’s work and ministry. Since He is the only way to the Father (John 14:6)
and those who deny Jesus also deny the Father (1 John 2:23), it is essential
that you consider what your response to Jesus will be. If you have not done
so already, will you repent of your sins (Acts 3:19; 17:30), “confess with your
mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from
the dead,” and be saved (Romans 10:9)? Or will you continue in your rebellion,
rejecting the only one who can save you from your sins? He is “the resurrection
and the life” and the one who believes in Christ, though he may die, will live
eternally with Him (John 11:25). &

Dr.Tim Chaffey is the content manager for the
Attractions Division of Answers in Genesis.
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